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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  13th NOVEMBER 2018 

 
Attendance:,  Mr Adair, Mr Ellis, Mr Cator, Mr Phillips, Mr Will, Mr Baker, Mr 

Frearson, Mr Falgate, Mrs Dearson in the Chair, and six parishioners. 
 
Apologies: Mrs Millership, Mrs Grove-Jones and Mr Stevens (District 

Councillors) and Mr Dixon (County Councillor). 
 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by 
Mr Frearson and seconded by Mr Phillips with all in agreement.  

 
Matters Arising: Mr Cator stated that he has now found out that the garage 

areas and accessways belong to the property owners in Neville Road, 
therefore maintenance of these areas is their joint responsibility.  
 

County Councillor Report:  Mr Dixon had emailed to say that there is a 
new consultation for the NDR extension which can be viewed on the County 

Council website.  
 

Mrs Grove-Jones had emailed to say that if there were any problems with any 
rough sleepers in the parish she had contact details for someone at NNDC 
who would deal with them.  

 
Correspondence: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Planning: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Sutton Mill: Nothing to discuss. 
 
Village Hall: Nothing to discuss.    

 
Highways:  Mr Ellis reported that the work to Neville Road and Hastings 

Way has now been completed, the pipes are all clear. He has checked after 
heavy rainfall and there were no problems.  
 

The clerk had been in contact with Highways regarding the 30mph limit in 
Church Road, they are checking their archive but this will take some time. Mr 

Cator suggested sending a  letter from residents in Church Road asking for 
the speed limit to be reinstated. The clerk will draft a letter, although she 
pointed out that individual letters from residents would carry more weight.  

 
Mr Cator and Mr Ellis attended Hickling Parish Council meeting the previous 

evening to discuss speeding. The cost of installing sped limits is between 
£3,00 and £5,000. 

 
Mr Cator is pursuing a permissive path in Rectory Road and is talking to the 
landowner. 
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Mr Baker stated that he had helped a lady with a pushchair to get off the 
pavement in New Road as cars were again blocking the path. The clerk will 

write to the occupiers of the properties concerned and if there are any photos 
she will send them on to the police.  Mr Phillips stated that the residents have 

parking spaces in the area between New Road and Elmhurst Avenue, they 
could also park in their front gardens.  
 

Mr Adair had sent photos of a pothole on the corner of Rectory Road and Old 
Yarmouth Road to the clerk who had passed them on to Highways.  

 
Mr Cator stated that there is an overhanging tree in the garden on number 
91 Old Yarmouth Road, this is causing vans to drive on the wrong side of the 

road and his car had been hit. The clerk will contact Victory Housing to see if 
they will cut the tree back.  

 
Allotments: Mr Will will arrange for the hedge to be cut. 
 

There is an overhanging tree on the footpath to the church, Mr Cator will 
speak to the neighbour and ask him to cut this back.  

 
Quotes for work to the pond wall and the footpath barrier are being sought. 
It will not be possible to carry out any work to the pond until the water level 

has gone down. Mr Cator stated that it might be better to put in paving slabs 
to replace the flints.  

 
Staithe Matters: A third quite had been obtained for grass cutting at the 

Staithe in the sum of £900. There would be fifteen cuts during the season.  
This is less than the previous quotes. Mr Phillips proposed that this quote 
should be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Ellis will all in agreement.  

 
Finance: One cheque was presented for payment: 

101435 for  £93.20 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
 

The clerk had prepared a budget as the Precept need to be set for the next 
financial year.  

 
Mr Baker stated that the figures were not correct, he asked for the finances 
to be itemised. Mrs Dearson tried to explain that this was a budget based in 

predicted figures for the next financial year. Mr Baker stood up and said 
loudly that he would not put his name to any finances. Mr Baker then left the 

meeting.  
 
Mr Ellis then aggressively and loudly said that the expenses were not clear, 

he thought that the accounts were disgusting and not done properly. Mr Ellis 
said that he had been to NALC for advice.  

 
Mrs Dearson stated was not prepared to be spoken to in this manner, and 
left the meeting.  
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Mr Cator proposed that Mr Frearson take the chair for the remainder of the 
meeting and until the elections in May, this was seconded by Mr Ellis.   

 
The clerk explained that the figures she had presented were a budget, not 

year-end accounts. The year-end accounts are presented in full at the April 
or May meeting, they are internally audited throughout the year and go to 
auditors after they have been approved by the Parish Council. The clerk has 

no signing rights on the accounts.  The clerk stated that she was deeply 
offend and insulted by the comments that had been made.  

 
Mr Cator proposed a vote of confidence in the clerk, this was seconded by Mr 
Frearson will all in agreement.  

 
The clerk advised that in her opinion the Precept did not need to be 

increased.  
 
There was a discussion regarding quay heading at the Staithe which will need 

replacing in the near future. Mr Cator stated that perhaps an engineer should 
look at the quay heading and give a report. Income from the Staithe should 

be spent on doing this work to ensure it is safe. £3,000 should be set aside 
for this work. 
 

Mr Phillips proposed that the Precept should be increased by £1,000 this was 
seconded by Mr Ellis will all in agreement.  

 
Playing Field: Mr Cator reported that they now have the bank account 

details at Lloyds Bank. Mr Ellis had spoken to Mrs Jolly who had arranged to 
get the necessary forms to change the signatories. She asked that the clerk, 
chairman and one other be the signatories, Mr Cator proposed the clerk and 

chairman should be the signatories with Mr Ellis being the third signature this 
was seconded by Mr Adair with all in agreement.   

 
Mrs Jolly had written to the clerk asking for a number of points to be 
addressed before he monies can be transferred. The letter was read out.  

 
There is £3,471.18 in the bank account, the last cheque was made out to 

Leathes Prior in the sum of £1,968.85 when the land was sold. Mr Cator 
stated there were no minutes from meeting of the Playingfield Committee 
and the Parish Council cannot accept any liability for anything prior to receipt 

of the monies.  Mr Cator went on to say that at the recent meeting of the 
committee they had been quorate in accordance with Parish Council law, Mr 

Cator thanked Mr McMorris for the considerable amount of work he had done 
to achieve this outcome.  
 

Residents Association: Mr Falgate stated that they did not want all the 
grassed areas turned into parking spaces, they would like to parking bays 

extended.  
 
Mr Falgate is hopefully that some land will become available for a play area in 

Rectory Road.  
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Mr Cator asked if anything had been heard from NNDC regarding ownership 

of the grassed areas, nothing has been heard so the clerk will follow this up.  
 

Sutton Parish Charity: Mr Phillips reported that he had checked the Charity 
Commission website and the funds had increased.   
 

For Information: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Public Forum: Mr M Baker asked if an agenda could be circulated prior to 
the meetings, this will be done.  
 

A gentleman reported that there is an abandoned car on one of the grassed 
areas, this will be reported.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.. 
 

 
 

 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  

 
 

 


