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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  12th MARCH 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Ellis, Mr Cator, Mr Phillips, Mr Will, Mr Baker, Mr Falgate, Mr 

Frearson in the Chair, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor) and four 
parishioners. 
 

Apologies: Mrs Millership, Mr Adair, Mr Dixon (County Councillor), Mr 
Stevens (District Councillors). 

 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mr  Ellis and seconded by Mr Phillips with all in agreement.  
 

Matters Arising: Mr Frearson stated that he and Mrs Millership attended a 
meeting regarding he future of Hickling Broad recently. It was very 
interesting; Norfolk Wildlife Trust would like to attract more visitors to the 

Broad but they will not do anything that will affect the Broad or its visibility.  
 

 
District Councillor Report:  Mrs Grove-Jones stated that there would be 

road diversions in Stalham for works to be carried out. Mrs Grove-Jones went 
on to say that she and Mrs Millership had looked the grass areas in Neville 
Road, they should not be parking areas and Mrs Millership will be taking this 

matter forward.  
 

Mr Cator stated that he thanked Mr Dixon for the financial report at the 
previous meeting. However, he was concerned that County Councillors had 
been awarded an increased in their allowance and the cost coming from the 

Council Tax.  They should consider reducing the number of County 
Councillors.  Mr Ellis stated that the people at the District Council do not do a 

good job. He and Mr Cator had a meeting with Emma Duncan last year 
regarding the playingfield matter, she said she would sort it out but nothing 
had been heard since. Mr Ellis stated that Emma Duncan was unhelpful when 

he contacted her further about this and he would go above her head. 
 

Public Forum:  Mr Mike Baker asked if anything had been done about the 
potholes in Church Road. These had been reported again.  Mr Ellis stated 
they were on the list and had been marked.  

 
Correspondence: The next Parish Forum will be held at Yare House on 20th 

March.  
 
Letters had been received from residents in Denise Close regarding dog mess 

and cars parking in Laxfield Road and Denise Close. The problems occur 
when parents are taking and collecting children from school. Mrs Millership 

contacted the police who visited the area at the end of the school day. They 
spoke to some parents but it is not illegal to park over a drive if there is no 
car on the drive.  Miss Cator stated that there are family assemblies and 

parents stay to hear children read so the cars can be parked for longer. Mr 
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Curtis stated that some parents stand around talking after they have dropped 
the children off. A reply will be sent to the letter.  

 
Mr Falgate stated that there is a dog bin at the end of Neville Road however, 

dog mess is still left on the pavement. The clerk will ask if a piece could be 
put in the magazine asking people to use the bins provided.  
 

Planning: Nothing to discuss.   
 

Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  
Highways: The police had visited New Road with regard to the parking 

problems, they asked the van driver not to park near to the corner and he 
has moved his van further along the road.  

 
The clerk had written to Victory Housing to ask if they could put driveways in 
for the houses in New Road but there is nothing they can do. They cannot 

make residents park on their properties.  
 

Mr Ellis stated that Highways will resurface Church Road and Rectory Road. 
Highways had informed Mr Ellis they had not received any requests from 
Sutton Parish Council in the past to resurface roads.  

 
Allotments: The hedge has been cut.  

 
Staithe Matters: Mr Cator reported that there are two cars which keep 
parking near to the bins, this is Parish Council land and they should not park 

there. The clerk will write a letter which will be placed on the cars. It may be 
necessary to put in posts and chains to prevent this happening.  

 
Mr Ellis stated that someone he knows in Stalham would like a mooring for a 
dinghy. Mr Frearson said he was waiting for spaces to be become available.  

 
There was some discussion regarding the possibility of car boot sales being 

held on the Hotel land. There is nothing the Parish Council can do about this 
as the land belongs to the Hotel. Mr Baker stated that he had raised this 
several years ago, he thought car boot sales could be held on the Green. Mr 

Frearson replied that this would amount to commercial use and would incur 
business rates.  

 
Mooring Fees: It was agreed that the fees should be kept at a reasonable 
rate and have the basin full.  

 
Mr Ellis proposed that Cruisers should be charged at £22 per foot and 

dinghies at £100 each, this was seconded by Mr Will with all in agreement.  
 

Finance: The current account stands at £3832.67 and the BPA at £31000.73 
giving a total of £35833.40. 
Three cheques were presented for payment: 

10144 for payable to G A Tallowin for hedge cutting.  
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10144 for  £93.20 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
10144 for £210 payable to the village hall for hire costs 

The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Falgate proposed that these payments are made, this was seconded by Mr 

Will with all in agreement.  
 
Playing Field: Mrs Millership had sent a note to say that with regard to the 

memo received and read out at the last meeting no action should be taken 
by the Parish Council. 

 
Mr Frearson stated that the land could have been rented out if it was 
considered unsuitable for a playing field. Mr Cator replied that it had needed 

fencing. Mr Ellis stated that the land was sold without consultation of the said 
Trustees of the time.  Mr McMorris stated that he understood someone had 

offered to by a piece of land to the rear of the property and the money from 
the would have then paid the fence the land. The offer was refused. Mr 
McMorris stated that there were inaccuracies in the account, there was never 

a Trust. The memo needs to be answered as the numbers do not add up. 
 

At this point Mr Will stated that the meeting should be closed for a member 
of the public to speak. The clerk stated that Standing Orders allow for the 
public to speak it is relevant to the topic being discussed.  

 
Miss Cator said what was the point in keep going over old ground, there is 

nothing that can be done about the past, it is time to move forwards.  
 

Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Sutton Parish Charity: Nothing to discuss.  

  
For Information: Election papers need to be hand delivered to NNDC. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.  
 

 
 

 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


