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MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  14th MAY 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Frearson, Mrs Millership in the Chair, 

Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor) and five parishioners. 
 
Apologies: Mr Baker, Ms Cator. 

 
Chairman’s Report: Mrs Millership reported that the last year had been 

rather unsettled for the Parish Council. Mrs Millership stated that she hoped 
that the Parish Council could no look forward to achieve the best possible for 
the residents of Sutton. We have a new Parish Council.  

Highways and the playing field funds have been the two main issues.  
Mrs Millership thanked Mr Ian Baker for conducting the highway survey on 

Church Road. There has been a response from Highways which will be dealt 
with in the main meeting.  
The playing field issue has been discussed locally and at NNDC. Many thanks 

to all those involved over the last year.  
Mrs Millership expressed her thanks to the clerk and existing councillors. 

 
There being no other business this meeting closed at 7.32pm 

 
MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  14th MAY 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Frearson, Mrs Millership in the Chair, 

Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr Dixon (County Councillor), and five 
parishioners. 
 

Apologies: Mr Baker, Ms Cator. 
 

Mr Cator stated that the clerk had carried out lots of extra work, if the work 
is excessive, she should make a claim for payment.  
 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mr Frearson and seconded by Mr Curtis with all in 
agreement.  
 

Election of Officers:  Mr Frearson proposed that Mrs Millership should 
remain as Chairman, this was seconded by Mr Cator will all in agreement.  

 
Mrs Millership proposed that Mr Frearson and Mr Cator should be joint Vice-
Chairmen, Mr Curtis seconded this.  

 
Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss. 

 
District Councillor Report:  Mrs Grove- Jones reported that the Draft Local  
Plan will be available on 21st May in Stalham Town Hall. The Draft Local Plan 

can also been viewed in other local locations.  
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Public Forum:  Mr Mike Baker  reported that the potholes in Church Road 
had been attended to although only one half of the road had been top 

dressed. Mr Curtis thought that the other half of the road would be done in 
the next day or two.  

 
Mrs Cuthbert from Laxfield Road was dismayed to read in the minutes that 
the police say it is not illegal to park across a driveway if there is no car on 

the drive. She and neighbours are experiencing problems with parents 
parking their cars in an unsuitable manner, also with bad language and 

abuse. Mrs Millership stated that now she is District Councillor for Sutton she 
will make contact with the head of school and take this matter up.  
 

Correspondence: A letter from Mr K Piggin had been hand delivered to Mrs 
Millership. The letter complains that Mr Piggin had asked someone for a 

mooring space at the Staithe and had been told he could have one. He had 
not been contacted by the Parish Council. Mr Piggin had been misled into 
believing there was a space available. A letter will be sent to Mr Piggin 

explaining this. Mr Frearson stated that there may be a space available in the 
near future. Mr Piggin will be advised of this.  

 
Mrs Sheila Garry had written enclosing a bill in the sum of £400 for grass 
cutting at the Church. The Parish Council usually pays half of this bill. Mr 

Cator proposed that a cheque in the sum of £200 be sent to the Church, this 
was seconded by Mr Frearson will all in agreement.  

 
An email had been received from Russell Hopkins asking about play facilities 

in the parish. This matter will be dealt with later in the meeting. An email 
response had been sent to Mr Hopkins inviting him to this meeting and telling 
him that it would be discussed.  

 
 

Planning: A planning application PF/19/051 Demolition of existing garage 

and erection of two storey front and side extensions and single storey rear 
and side extensions at Saffrons, Moor Road. There were no objections.  

 
Planning application PF/19/0701 Single storey extension to north side of 
church to provide accessible WC, store room with linking lobby area St 

Michaels Church, Church Road. Reverend Lawrence was in attendance at the 
meeting and stated that they are waiting to hear from the Diocesan Advisory 

Committee but they are baulking at the size of the proposed extension. Mrs 
Grove-Jones has looked at the plans and can see no problem. The Parish 
Council agreed to support this application.  

 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  

Highways: A letter had been received from Highways regarding the request 
for a 30mph limit in Church Road and through to Ingham Road and Goose 

Lane. The criteria has not been met for a limit to be placed on this road. It 
was agreed to ask Highways for a site meeting. Mr Cator stated that there 
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are problems along the road especially when there are weddings and funerals 
at the Church.  

 
Mr Cator asked if quotes could be obtained to carry out repairs to the flint 

wall in the pond, this work will need to be done when the water levels drop. 
The clerk will try to obtain quotes.  
 

Mr Mike Baker stated that the new owner of the Mill had erected fencing at 
the beginning of the footpath from the Mill to the Hall, the fence impinges 

slightly on the footpath. Mrs Millership agreed to have a look at the footpath.  
Mr Baker went on to say that the grass had not been cut on the footpath. The 
Clerk will contact the landowner.  

 
Mrs Millership had been dismayed to witness a car driver travelling at speed 

by the pond who had run over a mother duck. She asked if it would be 
possible to request some signs from Highways.  
 

Allotments: Nothing to discuss.    
 

Staithe Matters: Mr Frearson reported that there had been a boat moored 
in the West Dyke as the owner thought they were free moorings, he has 
evicted them and reported them to the Broads Authority. As mentioned 

previously one dinghy may be leaving. Mr Frearson said that some of the 
boats are out of the water for maintenance. He will look at getting some 

signs to mark out the berths. 
 

Mr Cator thought a width restriction should be imposed. Mr Cator asked if the 
Parish Council would be interested in purchasing the green from the IDB, he 
had spoken to the IDB’s Martham office and was waiting for a response.  It 

may be possible to put in some dry docking.  The Broads Authority are 
responsible for the quay heading. 

 
Mr Frearson will try to get some quotes for the re-thatching the village sign 
and he said it might be a good idea to have the map redone.  

 
Finance: The clerk had prepared the year-end accounts with a breakdown in 

income and expenditure for the Staithe and administration. The accounts 
have been internally audited and found to be accurate and in good order.  
Mrs Millership proposed that the account be accepted, this was seconded by 

Mr Frearson with all in agreement. The clerk had also prepared the annual 
audit statements in accordance with these figures. Mr Curtis proposed that 

the forms be signed by the Chairman, this was seconded by Mr Cator with all 
in agreement.  
Three cheques were presented for payment: 

101437 for  £93 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
101438 for £555.39 payable to NNDC for boat waste bin emptying 

101439 for £200 payable St Michael’s Church as previously discussed.  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Frearson proposed that these payments are made, this was seconded by 

Mr Curtis with all in agreement.  
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Playing Field: Mrs Millership reported that she and Mr Cator met with Mark 

Ashwell from NNDC on 18th April to discuss a play area. Mr Ashwell advised 
that Sutton Parish Council should allow the planning and development 

departments to deal with this. If there is any development in the parish the 
developer should provide a play area. The Draft Local Plan is now available 
for comment and suggestions for suitable land can be made.  

 
There had been a piece in the parish magazine regarding the outcome of the 

playingfield monies being transferred to the Parish Council. Reverend 
Lawrence asked why there was only £3,400 in the bank when the land was 
sold for £6,000. The Parish Council does not know. Reverend Lawrence went 

on to say that the Village Charity would be happy to contribute to any 
playground equipment if necessary. They support the Parish as  a whole and 

provide for a children’s Christmas party.  
 
It was agreed to send a letter to the “trustees” asking if there is any 

outstanding information which needs to be handed over to the Parish Council.  
 

Mr Cator proposed that the Lloyds account should be closed and the money 
transferred to the Barclays account. The clerk had discovered there was a 
breach of security on the part of Lloyds whereby the statements were going 

to the incorrect address. Mr Frearson seconded this motion with all in 
agreement.  

 
Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  

 
Sutton Parish Charity: Nothing to discuss.    
  

For Information: Mrs Millership asked if the Parish Council usually donated 
to CAB, they have in the past but have not been approached recently. Mrs 

Grove-Jones stated that CAB are in the Stables every Friday from 1.30pm to 
3pm along with the food bank.  
 

Mr Dixon arrived at the meeting at this point and reported that the surface 
dressing on the A149 had not been successful due to adverse weather 

condition, the work will be rectified.  
 
Mr Dixon also reported that he had been copied in on the letter from Mr 

Piggin but this does not fall within his remit.  
 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  
 
 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


