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MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  11th JUNE 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Cator, Ms Cator, Mr Frearson, Mrs Millership in the Chair 

and six parishioners. 
 
Apologies: Mr Baker, Ms Curtis, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr 

Dixon (County Councillor). 
 

Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 
Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mr Frearson and seconded by Mr Cator with all in 
agreement.  
 

Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss. 
 

District Councillor Report:  Mrs Millership reported that she had visited 
Stalham Academy, she met with the Head and looked at plans for the school 

and parking. Parents do not make use of the parking area but dropping off 
and collection of pupils was well managed. Mrs Millership sat in on a staff 
meeting at the end of the day. 

 
Mrs Millership has undertaken training at NNDC and is Chair of Members’ 

Development.  
 
Public Forum: Mrs Rylands stated that the pond is an eyesore, it needs 

dredging and cleaning up. Mr Cator explained that we have to be careful as 
the lining is clay, if it is damaged there would be no pond. We are in the 

process of trying to get quotes to repair the retaining wall. Mr Makepeace 
stated that the pond had been dredge in 1976 and it should be fine providing 
the clay bottom is not disturbed. He will let the clerk know who to contact to 

have the pond dredged. Mr Cator went on to say that the ducks prevent 
vegetation from growing.  

 
Mrs Cuthbert stated that she did not know when the meetings are held. The 
agenda is on the notice board and the meetings are always held on the 

second Tuesday in the month.  
 

Correspondence: An article had been placed in the parish magazine which 
read as if it had been written by the Parish Council but was in fact written by 
a parishioner. The article asked parishioner to attend meetings to have their 

say, it also stated that the Parish Council had excessive funds that should be 
spent on the parish and that if they were not spent NNDC would put a freeze 

on the money.   
 
This article was not written by the Parish Council and is not factually correct. 

NNDC do not have any authority over the Parish Council accounts. We are at 
the beginning of the financial year and during the course of the year there 
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will be considerable expenditure in the normal course of running the Parish 
Council. There are projects which the Parish Council hope to achieve during 

the year.  
 

As a result of this article two letters had been received asking for donations. 
The first was from Sutton WI asking for help to fund repairs to the village 
signa and seat on the Village Green, a picnic table for the Village Green and a 

replacement bench in the churchyard. The clerk advised that Highway 
permission would need to be obtained for a picnic bench on the Village Green 

as it belongs to Highways. Ms Cator will find out who the bench was 
dedicated to. Mrs Millership proposed that the Parish Council pay for repairs 
to the sign and seat and for a new bench with a plaque for the churchyard, 

this was seconded by Ms Cator with all in agreement.  
 

The second letter had come from Mr Makepeace on behalf of the Friends of St 
Michaels. Mr Makepeace asked for a donation towards the extension to the 
church. The cost of the works would be £120,000, to date £20,000 has been 

raised. Mr Cator stated that whilst he recognised this would be an asset to 
the parish, he thought the Diocese should give money for the project. Mr 

Makepeace explained that once planning approval was given, they would go 
for match funding. Mr Cator also thought that the old school should be sold 
and the money given to the church. Mr Makepeace explained that there is a 

ten year lease, with about eight years left to run, on the property so it 
cannot be sold. The money would go back to the Diocese.  It was agreed that 

Mr Makepeace would provide a breakdown of the costs and this would be 
discussed again at the next meeting.  

 
An email had been received from Mrs Plummer regarding speeding in The 
Street. This is discussed regularly and is a constant problem. The Highway 

Engineer had indicated that parked cars are the best form of traffic calming.  
 

An email had been received from a student doing a hypothetical study on the 
ravel Hole. Mr Cator agreed to speak to her.  
 

CPRE had written regarding the Local Plan. This will be circulated.  
 
 

Planning: A planning application PF/19/0790 erection of a conservatory at 6 
Goose Lane. No objections.  

 
Mrs Millership reported that she met with Mark Ashwell from NNDC who had 
indicated that he would come to a meeting to discuss the Local Plan, it was 

agreed to ask Mr Ashwell to the July meeting.  
 

Mrs Millership had looked at the Local Plan at Hoveton, Mr Peter Withers had 
also been there. Mr Withers would like a discussion on a small development 
in the village but Mrs Millership told him there was a process to go through 

and the Parish Council will be guided by NNDC. 
 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
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Highways: Mrs Millership along with Mr Baker, Mr Cator, Ms Cator, Nigel 

Dixon met with the Highway engineer, Jon Winnett, to discuss the speed 
limits through Church Road, Ingham Road and Goose Lane. The roads do not 

meet the criteria for speed reduction signs but it may be possible to have 
flashing slow down signs. The cost will be investigated.  Mr Cator stated that 
black cables across the road had also been discussed, these will also be 

investigated.  
 

Mrs Millership went to say that she and Mr Winnett had also visited Laxfield 
Road and Denise Close, they meet with the Head of School to discuss 
parking.  It was agreed to have “H” signs painted on the bends which should 

prevent parking. The Head of School will speak to parents to aske them 
respect the residents, she will also suggest walk to school days.  

 
Staithe Matters: Two quotes for thatching the village sign had been 
obtained. They were both identical to cover the work needed, one was 

however slightly lower in cost. Mr Cator proposed accepting the quote from 
Stephen Aldred in the sum of £1,795, this was seconded by Mr Frearson with 

all in agreement.  
 
Mrs Millership had been gathering information for replacement information 

boards on the village sign. Ms Cator suggested asking parishioners what they 
would like to see on the sign, something will be put in the magazine.  

 
Mr Frearson reported that there are twenty-seven mole hills on the Staithe, 

the clerk will find a contractor to get rid of them. There is a broken bench, Mr 
Frearson will repair it.  
 

Mr Frearson and Mrs Millership are no on the Internal Drainage Board. 
 

Mr Frearson and Mrs Millership had inspected the Staithe earlier in the day, 
the grass looks scruffy. There have also been complaints that grass is being 
strewn over the boats when it is cut.  

 
Finance: The current account stands at £8775.34  the BPA at £39017.95. 

The BPA includes £3,471.18 which was transferred from the Lloyds 
Playingfield account.  
Two cheques were presented for payment: 

101440 for  £93 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
101441 for £636.86 payable to BHIB Limited for Parish Council insurance. 

.  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Frearson proposed that these payments are made, this was seconded by 

Mrs Millership with all in agreement.  
 

Playing Field:  Letters had been sent to the “trustees” asking if there is any 
outstanding information which needs to be handed over to the Parish Council.  
Responses had been received from Mrs Jolly and Mr Grimes to say there was 

no additional information be held by them.  
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Mrs Millership explained that at the previous meeting there had been a query 

relating to the difference in the sum of money raised from the sale of the 
land to that which had been passed to the Parish Council.  

 
Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Sutton Parish Charity: Nothing to discuss.    
  

For Information: Mr Frearson reported that there had been a successful 
bikers weekend at the Staithe recently.  
 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.  
 

 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


