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MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  13th AUGUST 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Frearson in the Chair, Mr Dixon (County 

Councillor) and ten parishioners. 
 
 

Apologies: Mr Baker, Mrs Millership, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), 
 

Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 
Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by Mr Cator with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: The WI had recently asked for permission to put a picnic 

bench on the Village Green, opposite the pond. The clerk had been in 
correspondence with Highways who have no objection to this. An application 

needs to be made by the Parish Council for a Licence. It was agreed that the 
clerk could complete the necessary paperwork.  

 
District Councillor Report:  Mr Dixon reported that a meeting had been 
held on 20th May with the Highways Engineer, Mr Dixon and four Parish 

Councillors to discuss the speeding problems in Church Road, Ingham Road, 
Rectory Road and The Street. The points of concern and the level of concern 

were identified and the conclusion was that the Highway Engineer suggested 
using SAM2 signs which generally are an effective way to reduce these 
issues.  The signs can be moved between various locations which will need to 

be identified and agreed with the Engineer. Data can be collected by the 
Parish Council and used to identify the problem times, dates and areas. This 

information may be passed on to the police who could then visit the parish 
and perform speed checks with a view to prosecution if necessary.  
 

There was a Speedwatch group in the village but there are no longer any 
volunteers. 

 
Mr Daulby (a parishioner) stated that there was no sufficient signage for the 
speed limits in the parish, the police would not prosecute unless there are 

sufficient signs. Mr Daulby proposed that the Parish Council identifies the 
placing of 30mph sign and any additions they feel are necessary.  

 
Mr Dixon replied that although he could understand why Mr Daulby would like 
this done there had been a great deal of discussion with Highways regarding 

speed limits the roads do not meet the requirements of the policy set out by 
Norfolk County Council.  

 
Mr Cator proposed that the Parish Council purchases the SAM2 equipment as 
soon as possible, Mr Curtis seconded this with all in agreement. The clerk will 

contact the Highways Engineer to discuss the way forward.  
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Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Correspondence: A letter had been received from Sutton Staithe Hotel 
requesting permission to place benches on the Village Green opposite the 

hotel. The clerk will contact the IDB, as the landowners, for advice.  
 
Sir Norman Lamb MP will be on his village tour in the parish on 27th August. 

 
Planning: Peter Withers had sent in an outline of a proposal for a 

development of 31 houses, together with an area for a playground. Mr 
Withers asked if he could present the plans at the September meeting. 
Advice has been sought from Mark Ashwell at NNDC who advised that the 

Parish Council might wish to remain neutral until such time as a need for 
development has been identified under the Local Plan. Mr Cator suggested 

that Mr Withers hold an open meeting for parishioners to view his plans.  
 
Mr Dixon stated that a pre-application consultation could be held where the 

plans could be exhibited, parishioners invited to come and view and their 
views could be recorded.  

 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  

Highways: Mr Cator stated that some of the footpaths are impassable, he 
proposed writing to the Ramblers Association who would put pressure on for 

them to be cleared. This was seconded by Mr Curtis with all in agreement.  
 

Staithe Matters: Mr Frearson reported that the abandoned boat has now 
been removed. The clerk will send an invoice, via the Broads Authority, to 
the owner for the time he was moored.  

 
Several moles have been caught but there are still a few, these will be dealt 

with this week.  
 
Mr Frearson stated that there had been several complaints about the grass 

cutting this year.  
 

Finance: The current account stands at £3042.66, the BPA at £44017.95. 
The BPA includes £3,471.18 which was transferred from the Lloyds 
Playingfield account.  

One cheque was presented for payment: 
101443 for  £93 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 

 
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
 

Playing Field:  Mr Cator asked if NNDC could be chased with regard to 
ownership of the grass areas in Neville Road.   

 
Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  
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Sutton Parish Charity: Mrs Smith stated that no one has come forward for 
help.    

  
For Information: Mr Cator stated that the Parish Council has one or two 

things in the pipeline where money will need to be spent, although we would 
like to help the church with a donation the Parish Council does not know yet 
how much they will need for various projects. They pay for the dog bins in 

the parish in the region of £1,000 per annum.    
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
 
 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


