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MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  9th JULY 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Baker, Ms Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Frearson, Mrs Millership, Mr 

Cator, in the Chai, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr Dixon (County 
Councillor) and six parishioners. 
 

Mrs Millership has decided to step aside from her role as Chairman for a while 
for personal reasons. For this meeting Mr Cator had agreed to chair the 

meeting.  
 
Apologies:  

 
Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 

Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 
Presentation by Mark Ashwell – NNDC Mr Ashwell explained that he and 

his team are responsible for future planning of the area and preparing the 
Local Plan. Mrs Grove-Jones is part of the working party for this.  

 
The current Core Strategy is ten years old, this contains the planning rules 

for when application are determined. There is another document which 
covers land available for planning development. The Planning Department 
need to think of the future development needs to 2036. They need to have 

affordable housing and find suitable sites. They are planning for 11,000 
houses in North Norfolk over the next twenty years, most will be in towns but 

they look to place housing where there is access to services. They take into 
account to what extent is there appetite to put growth into villages.  
 

Consultation for Part 1 of the Plan included a list of candidate settlements 
which could be considered, Sutton was one of these for possibly twenty to 

thirty houses. This consultation has now closed. NNDC will look at the 
representations and produce a second Plan and then reconsult.  
 

Small scale growth for Sutton would be supported, the second Plan would 
identify options for growth and identify individual sites.  The Parish Council 

would be consulted on any choices. NNDC are aware of surface water and 
drainage problems. They are also aware there is a need for a play area, it 
might be possible to address these issues. The process will take another two 

years. Mr Ashwell stated that drainage problems can be resolved. 
 

Mr Cator stated that there is also a problem with traffic through the village, it 
may not be a good idea to wait for more than two years for a play area. Mr 
Ashwell thought it was a good idea to keep looking for a suitable site.  

 
Mr Ashwell also stated that although land may be identified for housing there 

is no obligation on the landowner to sell the land for development. There is 
no compulsory purchase. Houses could be split over two sites. There is no 
fixed number of houses set for Sutton; 0 – 20 had been written into the Plan. 

There is a need to deliver affordable housing for local people. The Rural 
Exception Policy provides development in areas that would not normally be 
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granted planning. This is subject local letting to the parish and adjacent 
parishes. 

 
Mr Cator thanked Mr Ashwell for attending the meeting. Mr Ashwell and Mrs 

Millership left the meeting at this point.   
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 
was proposed by Mr Frearson and seconded by Ms Cator with all in 

agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Mr Makepeace had sent in figures for the development at 

the church. Mr Cator stated that the church is not the only religious place in 
the village asking to make improvements. Mrs Mavis Smith stated that the 

chapel had received a large donation. Mrs Smith went on to say that the 
church needs to find quite a lot of money each year to survive.  
 

Mr Cator stated that although the Parish Council has funds, one third or more 
of the sum reported in the magazine is needed to run the parish. There are 

projects which the Parish Council is looking to carry out and £3,400 of the 
balance is allocated for the play area. This matter will be considered.  
 

Mr I Baker stated that we are not allowed to use the Staithe yet we have to 
pay to have it cut. Mr Cator stated that we are in the process of making 

enquiries to purchase the Staithe.  
 

District Councillor Report:  Mr Dixon reported that Stalham Infant School 
and Nursery had been consulting to become an academy, this has been 
approved and they, and East Ruston School, will become  part of Right for 

Success which is the Stalham Academy as from 1st August.  
 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue had an inspection on a range of points and require 
improvements. However, they have not been criticised for response times or 
capabilities.  

 
Mrs Grove-Jones reported that the Police at Hoveton are now attached to 

Great Yarmouth.  
 
Stalham Town Council have problems with live aboard boats at the Staithe 

and they are taking measure to resolve the problem, 
 

Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Correspondence: A letter had been received from a parishioner who wished 

to remain anonymous for fear of retribution. The letter pointed out matters 
which the Parish Council should deal with.  However, the person writing the 

letter had clearly not attended a Parish Council meeting and did not 
understand what the Parish Council is responsible for.  
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It was agreed that Mrs Smith would put something in the magazine to tell the 
writer that the letter would be answered in the minutes. 

 
Mr Cator made a response which stated that the Councillors were not elected, 

as there were only six candidates for eleven places on the Parish Council. 
They give their time without cost and meetings are formal, they do not 
receive cups of tea.  

 
The Parish Council would not levy retribution on any parishioner asking 

sensible questions concerning the parish. There is an agenda each month 
which is displayed on the notice board. Any written correspondence should be 
received three days prior to the meeting or parishioner can attend in person 

and speak during the Public Forum. 
 

With regard to the sum of money held by the Parish Council, this was 
misreported. More than a third of the monies held need to be used to run the 
Parish Council over the coming year. There is also a sum of money which is 

ring fenced for the play area.  
 

Norfolk County Council are responsible for highway matters  including verges 
and speeding.  
 

The parish has sufficient dog bins throughout the village.  
 

Planning: Planning application PF/19/0724 demolition of out building and 
erection of self-contained annexe at  Alderley. It was agreed to support this 
application.  

 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  

  
Highways: Hickling Road will be closed for one day on 11th July for overhead 
cable work.  

 
Mr Cator stated that the footpaths should be walked each year to keep them 

open. The Clerk will check that the footpath near the Mill is cleared. The 
footpath to the church is overgrown again and the clerk will write to the 
landowner with a copy to Highways.  

 
The missing Sutton sign will be reported to Highways.  

 
A quote had been received for the flashing “Slow Down” sign in the sum of 
£6149. Mr Baker stated he was disappointed that the signs have not been 

put up yet. He had told people he will sort this out and would resign if it was 
not done.  

 
Ms Cator replied that the Parish Council had done plenty, progress was being 
made but things take time.  

 
It may be possible to put in for help with the cost under the Parish 

Partnership Scheme.  
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Staithe Matters: A quote had been obtained for signs on the West Dyke in 

the sum of £215.50 and it was agreed to go ahead with this.  There is a boat 
which has been dumped in the West Dyke, Mr Frearson is not legally 

permitted to remove the boat. The Broads Authority will be contacted to ask 
the owner to remove it.  
 

Mr Cator stated that there is a car parked near the bins again, one solution 
may be to make this area into dinghy storage. Mr Cator suggested moving 

the bins to the other end of the car park but Mr Frearson thought this would 
attract rats and does not give a very good impression to visitors.  
 

Mr Frearson has received complaints about the grass cutter and the moles. 
The grass cutter will not go over the moles as he says it damages his 

machinery. The quay heading is being damaged where the cutter goes over 
it. Mr Frearson strims the car park. 
 

Ms Cator suggested that a meeting is held at the Staithe to see what needs 
to be done and prioritise the work.  

 
Finance: The current account stands at £7708.92, the BPA at £39017.95. 
The BPA includes £3,471.18 which was transferred from the Lloyds 

Playingfield account.  
One cheque was presented for payment: 

101442 for  £93 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
 

The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
 
Playing Field:  Mr Cator has spoken briefly to a landowner and is waiting for 

a response. Ms Cator has looked into play equipment. Suppliers of play 
ground equipment will be happy to put together a plan.  

 
Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Sutton Parish Charity: Nothing to discuss.    
  

For Information: Mrs Millership had asked for the Church to be thanks for a 
lovely Flower Festival.   
 

The meeting closed at 9.35.  
 

 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  
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