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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  12th NOVEMBER 2019 

 
Attendance: Mr Baker, Mr Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Daulby, Mrs Dearson, Mr 

Frearson in the Chair, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr Dixon 
(County Councillor) and eight parishioners. 
 

Apologies: Mrs Millership and Ms Cator. 
 

Mr Frearson proposed that Mr Colin White should be co-opted on to the 
Parish Council, this was seconded by Mrs Dearson with all in agreement.  
 

Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 
Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  

 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mrs Dearson and seconded by Mr Curtis with all in 
agreement.  

 
Matters Arising:. Nothing to discuss.  

 
District Councillor Report:  Mrs Grove-Jones reported that the Local Plan is 
going through, the plots of land which had been put in for consideration by 

local landowners will be reviewed over the next six months. The District 
Council is currently looking at climate change. Mr Daulby asked if things like 

doctors waiting times and schools would be taken into consideration. 
 
Mr Dixon replied that the infrastructure would be dealt with at the Local Plan 

stage along with the allocation of land for housing. The District Council write 
to the NHS to say they are proposing housing and they ask if there would be 

any problems, usually the response is that  there are no problems, the same 
process applies to schools.  
 

Mr Rayner (a parishioner) asked if the lack of footpaths to a proposed 
planning site are would be taken into consider. Mr Dixon replied that this is 

considered at the planning application stage.  If there is a sizeable 
development proposed they developer could be asked to put in footpaths. 
 

Mr Dixon reported that there is currently a consultation for Norfolk Fire and 
Rescue. There are five proposals. Fire is a minority of the work carried out by 

the Service; they attend many road traffic accidents. Some of the work is not 
funded in the same way as fire and road traffic incidents.  
 

Mr Dixon went on to say that he had been made aware of two incidents of 
flooding recently. One was in New Road and the other in Staithe Road. Both 

have been reported to Highways. Mr Dixon was not happy with Highways’ 
response regarding Staithe Road and had challenged it.  Mrs Dearson stated 
that as a result of work carried out in Staithe Road a few years ago there is a 

regular occurrence of flooding. This has been mentioned regularly to 
Highways.  
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Mr Dixon had also been contacted by a parishioner regarding speeding 

through The Street, there are measures which can be taken and the Parish 
Council is going through the process.  

 
Public Forum: Mrs Smith (a parishioner) stated that there is a lot more 
traffic coming through the village due to the Anglian Water works on the 

A149. The traffic lights do not seem to be working correctly. The clerk will 
contact Anglian Water.  

 
Mr Rayner (a parishioner) stated that the housing development in Stalham 
has also brought more traffic through the village. Mr Rayner asked if speed 

humps of zig zags could be put in. Mrs Dearson stated that the Parish Council 
had investigated this in the past and it was not possible. The clerk will ask 

again. Hopefully the new speeds camera the Parish Council has agreed to 
purchase will help with these problems, they will collect data of traffic, times, 
speed etc.  

Mr Rayner went on to say that there trees near to the pond are overgrown 
and there is a visibility problem when coming out of Staithe Road, the clerk 

will contact Highways.  
  
Correspondence: Mr Rayner had written to the clerk regarding speeding but 

this has already been discussed.  
 

The last Police SNAP meeting set priorities for speeding through Sutton and 
patrols around schools for parking and speeding. The next SNAP meeting will 

be held on 15th January.  
 
Planning: Mr Cator stated that with regarding to the planning application for 

Alderley the applicant thought it was going to be refused by the Planning 
Department. Mrs Grove-Jones stated that she had been consulted on the 

application and the District Council were not happy with it, the annexe is too 
large and needs to be within a certain footage from the main house to be 
considered as an annexe, there is also concern that this annexe would 

become a separate dwelling in time. Mrs Grove-Jones stated that there had 
also been problems with encroachment of the the public footway.  

 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  

Highways: Mr Baker stated that the hedges adjacent to the footpath though 
the allotments are overgrown, the clerk will contact Highways.  

 
Mrs Dearson stated that the footpath from the Church needs cutting back at 
the Church end, nettles are starting to appear through the wire fence, the 

clerk will contact the land owner. On the other side of the footpath the hedge 
needs to be cut back, again the clerk will contact the landowner.  

 
Mr Daulby stated that he and Mr Baker had found the best spot for a camera 
on Church Road, opposite Mr Baker’s house.  Mr Daulby went on to say that 
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he thought there should also be signs which show “slow down” in addition to 
the camera which had already been agreed. The clerk will chase this up.  

 
Staithe Matters: 

Three quotes had been obtained for grass cutting at the Staithe. There was 
some discussion as to whether the Parish Council has to maintain the grass 
area. The area is leased to the Parish Council by the IDB and the Parish 

Council has a responsibility for the upkeep. Mr Daulby proposed that the 
quote from Clive Barrett be accepted, this is the only quote which covers all 

of the job specification. Mrs Dearson seconded the proposal, there was one 
abstention and four votes in favour of acceptance.  
 

Mr Frearson stated that he will put in the chicken wire at the West Dyke. Mr 
Frearson went on to say that had been approached by someone who moors 

in the West Dyke to see if some gravel could be laid on the path on the west 
side to make it firmer, the moorer would do the work if the Parish Council 
would pay fort materials. Mrs Dearson proposed that this should be done, 

this was seconded by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  
 

Finance:. The clerk had prepared a budget which needs to be discuss to set 
the Precept. Mrs Dearson stated that there is a considerable sum in the bank 
and could see no reason for the Precept to be increased. It was agreed that 

there should be funds available for contingencies, the speed signs will be 
purchased soon and there had been a request for a donation to the Church 

refurbishment work. There may be work needed to the quay heading at the 
Staithe and the IDB had been approached to purchase the land at the 

Staithe.  
Mrs Dearson proposed that the Precept should be reduced to £15,500, this 
was seconded by Mr Baker with all in agreement.  

Two cheques were presented for payment: 
101351 for  £93 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 

101352 for £215.50 payable to W McMorris for the signs at the Staithe.   
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
 

Playing Field:  Mr Baker had contacted the Ames family regarding a play 
area on their land. They had given the matter some consideration but 

decided against it. Mr Ames told Mr Baker that the IDB had put the drain in 
over the footpath.  
 

Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Sutton Parish Charity: Mrs Smith stated she had received a further  
application for assistance which had been approved by the Trust.      
  

For Information: Mr Baker attended the Remembrance Day service at the 
Church on Sunday.  

The meeting closed at 8.55pm  
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 

Chairman       Date  


