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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL SUTTON ON TUESDAY  14th JANUARY 2020 

 
Attendance: Mr Baker, Mr Cator, Mr Curtis, Mr Daulby, Mrs Dearson, Mr 

Frearson, Mr White,  Mrs Millership in the Chair, Mrs Grove-Jones (District 
Councillor), Mr Dixon (County Councillor)and four parishioners. Also in 
attendance PC Tom Gibbs.  

 
Apologies: Ms Cator. 

 
Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 
Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  

 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 

having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 
was proposed by Mr Frearson and seconded by Mrs Dearson with all in 
agreement.  

 
Matters Arising:. Training has been arranged for 10th March to commence 

at 6.30pm, there will be no Parish Council meeting that month.  
 

Highways had responded regarding the possibility of having grit bins in St 
Michaels, this road does not meet the criteria.  
 

District Councillor Report:  Mrs Grove-Jones stated that NNDC are in the 
process of reviewing the roles of two corporate director positions with a view 

to reducing them to one Chief Executive. There is unrest amongst the staff 
but there will be no other job cuts. The budget is being prepared by the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

 
Mrs Grove-Jones stated that certain people are eligible for free checks on 

their properties with regard to fire alarms, this service is carried out by the 
Fire Service.  
 

There was an article in the EDP at the weekend regarding Defra grants for 
village halls. Mrs Dearson will look into this.  

 
Mr Dixon stated that the Fire Service assessment also covers a risk 
assessment of the property, the layout of the home, trip hazards, electrical 

positioning. Mr Cator stated that there is no provision for the hard of hearing, 
there are no flashing lights for example on the smoke alarms.  The clerk will 

try to get some information from the Fire Service.  
 
Mr Dixon went on to say that the County Council budget will be discussed in 

February, there is will be a 3.99% increase; 2% of this is for adult social 
care.  

 
The Boundary Commission are reviewing County Council divisions, there will 
be some amendments although it is unlikely that Stalham and Sutton will be 

affected. The number of County Councillors will remain at eighty-four. 
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Public Forum: PC Gibbs covers twenty-one villages and towns.  There had 
been fifteen calls from Sutton residents since 1st November 2019 only two of 

these were crimes for public order offences. Most matters dealt with are 
neighbourhood issues. There will be a SNAP meeting on Wednesday 15th 

January at the Poppy Centre where priorities will be set for the next two 
months. Speeding in Sutton will be discussed. PC Gibbs has been carrying 
out speed checks and stated that there is a problem in Sutton.  He has  a 

leaflet regarding scams which he will pass on to the clerk.  
 

A lady from St Michaels rescued a cat from the allotments at Christmas, she 
took the cat to Faith, had the cat spayed and chipped and then released the 
cat on the allotments. The lady asked if the Parish Council would pay for this.  

This will be discussed next month. 
 

Mr Ellis (a parishioner) reported that there had been a shooting incident in 
the field opposite his house in Rectory Road, this had been reported to the 
police and dealt with.  

  
Correspondence: An email had been received from NNDC as they had 

received a complaint that a man is feeding the ducks at the pond. There is 
concern that this bring many ducks and there is a traffic hazard. There are 
signs up warning motorists there are ducks.  

 
Mrs Millership had been in touch with Norfolk Wildlife Trust who will make a 

visit to the pond in the spring, they will obtain quotes for any work that is 
necessary to restore the pond. They will also recommend certain teams who 

would do a good job.  
 
Mr Ellis (a parishioner) stated that the footpath near the pond needs to be 

cleaned up as it is full of leaves and sludge. The clerk will contact Highways.  
 

NNDC have sent an invitation to attend the Town and Parish Forum on 
Wednesday 22nd January at Cromer, this will discuss parish communication 
with NNDC and how it can be improved.  

 
NNDC have also sent an invitation to attend a meting at Cromer regarding VE 

Day and Battle of Britain celebrations on 20th January, Mr Baker will attend.  
 
Planning: Nothing to discuss.  

 
Village Hall:  Mrs Dearson had been in contact with the secretary of the 

committee, they are still trying to improve the look of the hall and wish to 
replace the heating system. The committee asked if the Parish Council would 
be prepared to contribute to the cost. It was agreed that this would be 

discussed once costings have been obtained. The money that is put into the 
meter for heating only covers half the cost of the electricity at present.   

  
Highways: A plan of signs had been circulated; Mr Daulby had marked the 
signs where he would like the speeding signs to be used. Mrs Millership had 

taken photographs of possible sites.  
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PC Gibbs stated that the flashing speed signs should help, Highways will be 

able to say which site for the site are legally feasible to give the best results. 
The date can be collated and passed to PC Gibbs.  

 
Mrs Millership has chased Highways regarding the trees backing on to Denise 
Close and the ‘H’ marking near the school.  

 
Mrs Dearson stated she had received complaints about the grass areas in 

front of the bungalows in  The Street, the grass is encroaching the pavement.  
 
Mr Cator stated that there are a lot of signs that there are several signs 

which are green or covered by hedges, this has been reported and is in a list 
to be cleared. 

 
Mr Ellis stated that Rectory Road is breaking up due to the high volume of 
heavy duty vehicles using the road.  

 
Mr Curtis stated that he thought it would be best to have two flashing speed 

signs to monitor the traffic, Mrs Millership proposed that two signs are 
purchased, this was seconded by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  
 

Staithe Matters: Sutton Staithe Hotel is up for sale.  
 

Finance:. Two cheques were presented for payment: 
101356 for  £93.20 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 

101358 for £99 payable to the clerk for the website hosting and domain 
name.  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  

 
Playing Field:  Mrs Millership stated that the land at Stalham Green had not 

been put in for development land. There was some discussion regarding 
possible sites but is was agreed to wait for Mark Ashwell from NNDC to return 
from sick leave for further discussion.  

 
Residents Association: Nothing to discuss.  

Sutton Parish Charity: Mrs Smith reported that a lady in the parish had 
been helped with a grant.   
  

For Information: Mr Cator us setting up a local history group which will also 
be linked to Catfield.   

The meeting closed at 9pm.  
 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


