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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON 

TUESDAY  14th JULY 2020 

 
Attendance: Mrs Dearson,  Mr Curtis, Mr Daulby,  Mr Frearson, Mr Dixon 

(County Councillor), Mrs Millership, in the Chair  
 
Apologies: Mr Baker, Mr Cator, Mr White, Mrs Grove-Jones (District 

Councillor),  
 

Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of 
Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This 

was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Mrs Millership stated that she was very grateful to Mr Baker 

for his help with the VE day project. Although the planned celebrations could 
not take place there was a two-minute silence on the Village Green. Mr Baker 

has installed the bench and Tommy.  
 

Mr Jarvis from the Methodist Church asked for another notice board and has 
put one under the thatch on the village sign at the Staithe without permission. 
The notice board has been screwed to the oak.  The clerk will ask him to 

remove this and put it near the noticed board on the Village Green. 
 

District Councillor Report:  Mr Dixon reported that the County Council had 
been operating under the present conditions for a long period now. Essential 
services have provided support to businesses and communities. They are 

moving to normalisation/recovery. Remote working for most people has been 
used but there have been no complaints. The County Council are providing 

certain services, some may not be provided on time.  A lot of surface dressing 
to roads has taken place during the good weather.  
 

Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 

Correspondence: A letter had been received from St Michaels Church asking 
for a donation towards the cost of grass cutting, the invoice was in the sum of 
£400. Mrs Dearson proposed that the Parish Council pays £200, this was 

seconded by Mrs Millership with all in agreement. 
 

Planning: Planning application for 2 Horseshoe Cottage, Mrs Grove-Jones is 
looking into this.  
 

Village Hall:  Mrs Dearson stated that the Village Hall Committee are trying 
to arrange a meeting on 29th July, she will attend the meeting.    

  
Highways & Allotments: Mr Curtis stated that allotments numbers 12 and 
11 are in a bad state, the clerk will write to the tenants. There had been a 

problem with rats but this has been dealt with/ Mr Daulby said he would go 
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and shoot the rats but Mrs Millership stated that there are signs which need to 
be put up at the allotments wo warn the public that shooting is taking place.  

 Mr Curtis has obtained quotes for signs and post to be put up for each 
allotment plot. A4 signs are £8 each and A5 are £4 each. Posts will be £109.61. 

It will be possible to identify each allotment plot if they are numbered. Mrs 
Dearson proposed to go ahead with, this was seconded by Mr Frearson with all 
in agreement. 

 
Mr Curtis had identified a couple of highway problems which the clerk had 

reported. The road surface on Old Yarmouth Road, near to Moor Road is 
breaking up, also the footpath surface in the cul-de-sac in Laxfield Road. Mr 
Curtis went on to say there is some ironwork  

 
Mrs Dearson reported that the footpath from the Church to the pond at the top 

end is much better however, the field belonging to Mr Ames is waist high and 
the track is only just wide enough to walk along.  The clerk will contact 
Highways. 

 
The hedges at number 1 Neville Road are growing over the pavement, the 

clerk will contact the resident. 
 
Mr Daulby asked for an update on the SAM2 signs. 

 
Mrs Millership and various councillors have held meetings regarding the pond 

and work that is needed. Quotes have been obtained for the overgrown foliage. 
There is a Tree Preservation Order on the tree and a Tree works Order is 

needed before any work can be carried out. Mrs Millership is in contact with 
the Tree Office at NNDC regarding this.  
 

The hedges outside Drake’s Close opposite Stalham Engineering are 
overhanging the footpath, the clerk will contact the Clerk to Stalham Town 

Council. 
 
The clerk noted that it was time to revisit the fence at Alderley as it is still in 

place and there had previously been a time limit imposed by Highways for its 
removal. The clerk will write to the residents with a copy to Highways.  

 
It was noted that permission had been given for the caravan at the Mill but the 
cap had not been reinstated, the clerk will contact Mrs Grover-Jones and NNDC. 

 
Staithe Matters: A quote has been obtained to clear the reeds and 

overhanging trees adjacent to the West Dyke in the sum of £250m,Mrs 
Dearson thought this was a very reasonable quote and prosed it should be 
accepted, Mr Curtis seconded this with all in agreement.  

 
Mr Frearson reported that the large fallen tree has now been removed.  Mr 

Frearson has carried out a large amount of work at the Staithe during 
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lockdown, he has put in decking and a false quay heading and the area now 
looks much better.  

 
Finance:. Five cheques were presented for payment: 

101372 for £555.39 payable to NNDC for emptying the boat bins 
101373 for 3227.59 payable to NALC for subscriptions 
101374 for £200 payable to St Michael’s Church as previously discussed 

101375 for £642.03 payable to BHIB for insurance 
101376 for £93payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 

Mr Daulby was concerned that the insurance cover was excessive, but it is in 
line with previous years. 
Mr Frearson stated that he had been monitoring the bins, they have been used 

quite a lot lately for household waste.  
Mr Frearson proposed the cheques be paid; this was seconded by Mrs Dearson 

with all in agreement.  
The clerk presented the year-end accounts which have been internally audited.  
Expenditure for the year was £13,502.44 and income £27,636.52 this included 

the transfer from the playing field account. The balance carried forward is 
£49,679.92. Mrs Dearson stated that she was concerned at the high balance 

and due to the increased income, the Parish Council would now incur audit 
fees. Mrs Millership proposed that the accounts be accepted, this was seconded 
by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  

.  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  

 
War Memorial Proposal: Mrs Millership explained that she had been 

researching a plane crash which happened on April 11th 1944. The plane was 
an American Liberator plane, Mr Baker had witnessed this as a child and Mr 
Dixon’s father was part of the fire crew who attended the crash. Mrs Millership 

would like to have a War Memorial on the Village Green as a permanent 
reminder of the crash and the people who lost their lives. She has obtained a 

quote from a stone mason in the sum of £3,500 plus VAT. There will be a 
dedication ceremony in April next year. Mr Baker and Mr Cator have been 
involved in this project. 

Mr Frearson proposed that this should go ahead, this was seconded by Mr 
Curtis with all in agreement.  

Mrs Millership went on to say that the Parish Council had been invited to the 
Frettenham Air Museum on 25th July where the memorabilia is displayed.  
Mrs Millership with ask Reverend Lawrence to dedicate the Memorial and the 

British Legion has offered to pay for refreshments afterwards. 
  

For Information: Nothing to discuss. 
 
The  meeting closed at 8.30pm.  

 
 

…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


