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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY  11th AUGUST 2020 
 
Attendance: Mrs Dearson,  Mr Curtis, Mr White, Mr Dixon (County Councillor), Mr Frearson in the 
Chair. 
 
Apologies: Mr Baker, Mr Cator, Mr Daulby, Mrs Millership, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor).  
 
Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by 
Mrs Dearson with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss.  
 

District Councillor Report:  Mr Dixon reported that with regard to the drainage problems in New 
Road, this matter has been progressed. The complete highway drainage system along New Road, 
Sutton was cleaned out back in November 19.   

Once the system had been monitored, a further ticket was raised and the adjoining highway 
drainage system within The Street, Sutton was cleaned out in March 20. Both highway systems 
outfall into a chamber which is located in the grass verge directly opposite New Road. It then 
appears to head in a westerly direction towards the private properties Sailcote and Westcott 
House. Further camera works to confirm this were unfortunately delayed due to the Covid-19 lock 
down and working restrictions.  

The engineer has spoken to Mrs Amis who made the complaint.  

In brief, during prolonged/heavy rainfall, the system is being compromised/backing up due to a 
possible blockage/break within the outfall pipe which runs on private land between two 
properties Sailcote and Westcott House located on The Street. There is possibly a hidden manhole 
chamber connected to the system in the garden of Sailcote? As this falls under riparian ownership, 
remedial works will have to be in cooperation/agreement with the landowner/s, and potentially 
has legal technicalities to resolve fully. 

Mrs Grove-Jones sent a report: Again, not a lot to report but I will bring you up to date with any 
issues pertinent to Sutton. The council offices in Cromer are now beginning to open slowly with 
approx. 50-60 staff members on duty at any one time. members of the publiccan now ring up or 
e-mail and ask for an appointment to see someone at the NNDC offices. Please explain to anyone 
who asks, not to just turn up at the offices as I am not at all certain that they will be seen on spec. 
There may be no one in the office who they need to speak to. 

There has been some officer interest in Alderley House since the advert for sale appeared. As we 
know the estate agent will not be held responsible for any information printed in the ad., so 
reference to the annexe is purely that, and implies no knowledge of the planning restrictions. 

The annexe has been approved as a subservient addition to the main house, i.e it cannot stand 
alone as a dwelling house as it contains no kitchen facilities, and occupants of the annexe would 
be assumed to use the facilities in the main house 

Marion has been meeting with NCC regarding the footpath which runs behind Alderley as there 
appears to have been infringements regarding the fence etc which borders the property. 
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I have heard nothing more regarding the Withers site which was put forward for development. No 
2 Stone Cottages belonging to Mr. Cutting has benefitted from a change in planning law so now 
need not be demolished as agreed in the original conditions laid out for the approval of the new 
build opposite Stone cottage. However the planning officer was waiting to see if there were any 
objections to  this variation before issuing an approval. 

 
Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Correspondence: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Planning: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Village Hall:  Mrs Dearson stated that the Village Hall Committee met to discuss re-opening the 
village hall. They decided that the Parish Council is a low risk, however they would only allow ten 
people in the hall and meetings would have to be on a Saturday. No public would be allowed into 
the hall.  
They have changed gardeners as the front hedge had become overgrown and an electrical check 
is needed. 
 
Mr Curtis stated as the clerk is an employee the Parish Council could be held liable if anything 
were to happen. Everyone agreed that Zoom meeting are a good way to proceed.  
  
Highways & Allotments: The clerk had written to the owners of Alderley regarding the fence 
adjacent to the footpath. A meeting had been held with the Footpath Officer and Norfolk County 
Council to discuss the matter.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would now leave the matter 
to Highways.  
 
Mr Curtis stated that he had visited the allotments, two or three were still in a bad condition. 
Letters had been sent after the previous Council meeting. Many of the allotments are kept very 
well. We have a waiting list. It was agreed to proceed with signs and posts so that each allotment 
could be identified.  The signs would be £160 and the posts £109.61 Mrs Dearson proposed that 
these quotes be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Curtis with all in agreement.  
 
Staithe Matters: Mr Frearson reported that the West Dyke was too shallow for some boat owners 
to get their boats out.  He suggested it would be a good idea to pump the West Dyke out and put 
the spoil on the march. The clerk will contact the landowner and Mr Frearson will get a quote 
from Amis.  
 
The fence around the parish car park has rotted and the hotel owner said if the Parish Council 
supply the timber, he would do the work. Mr Frearson will get quotes for this.  
 
Finance:. Five cheques were presented for payment: 
101441 for £93.20 payable to HMRC for tax and national insurance. 
101442 for £109.61 payable to Sutton Building Supplies as previously discussed.  
101443 for £650 payable to C Barrett for grass cutting at the Staithe.  
101444 for £72.46 payable to I Baker for materials bought for projects. 
101445 for £120 payable to MD Contractors for providing a quote for works to the pond.   
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The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Frearson proposed these payments be made; this was seconded by Mrs Dearson. 
 
War Memorial Proposal: Mrs Dearson reported that there had been a successful visit to  
Frettenham Air Museum on 25th July where the memorabilia is displayed. £70 was raised for their 
funds. There will be a report in the magazine.  
Mrs Millership with ask Reverend Lawrence to dedicate the Memorial and the British Legion has 
offered to pay for refreshments afterwards. 
  
For Information: Nothing to discuss. 
 
The  meeting closed at 8.15pm.  
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


