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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY  8th SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
Attendance: Mr Curtis, Mr Frearson, Mr Dixon (County Councillor), Mrs Millership, in the Chair 
and one parishioner. 
 
Apologies: Mrs Dearson,  Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor).  
 
Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 
Mrs Millership introduced Jane Larcombe and thanked her for helping with the research and 
collation of information for the war memorial. Ms Larcombe told the Council a little about her 
background and said that she would be interesting in joining the Parish Council in the future if 
work permits.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by 
Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss.  
 

District Councillor Report:  The clerk had contacted Mr Dixon as she had not received a response 
from Westcotec regarding the speed signs, Mr Dixon suggested a phone call in case the person 
concerned had left the company.   

Mr Dixon reported on the flooding issue in New Road, work has been carried out but more is 
needed. It has not been effective and more need to be done to clear the outfall, work will resume 
when the engineer returns to work.  

Mr Dixon went on to say that there is a White Paper regarding building for the future and the 
planning system which is seventy-four pages long. NNDC is going to brief District Councillors on 
this so that key issues can be made simpler, this will then be shared with the Parish Councils and 
they could decide if they wish to make a response. Mr Dixon hoped that Parish Councils would 
respond as it has a profound effect on North Norfolk and the way planning works.  

Mrs Grove-Jones sent a report: I have no real report for you. I know Marian has been doing sterling 
work with the pond and the war memorial so I know she is eager to report to you.  Please be aware 
that when  Wayford Bridge is closed down for approx. 3 weeks, the traffic through Sutton will 
probably increase, especially through Catfield. The Highways Agency is contemplating diverting 
traffic via Potter Heigham, but I fear a large amount of traffic will still go via Catfield, which doesn't 
have the  traffic flow opportunities that Potter has. 

No other news on planning. As you know Mr Cutting has been able to keep his cottage, which was 
previously up for demolition, intact. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have problems either direct or through Sarah. 

Mrs Millership said she had been dealing with Highways because there are two blocked drains 
near the pond, Highways told her they had been cleared but they have not. Mrs Millership is trying 
to meet with Highways. Mr Dixon stated that they may have identified the wrong drains.  
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Mr Dixon went on to say that with regard to the proposed road closure at Wayford Bridge he had 
raised concerned regarding the diversion route. It is not possible to legally close road but 
Highways are looking at minimising the closure of the double carriageway.  

 
Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Correspondence: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Planning: Planning application PF/20/1391  for 7 Pond House Farm for the construction of front 
and rear extensions. No objections.  
 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  
Highways & Allotments: Mrs Millership attended a meeting at Alderley as  a District Councillor to 
arbitrate between Highways and the residents.  The fence has now been moved to the Highway 
boundary and the Footpath Officer considers the matter closed.   
 
Allotments: Mr Curtis had been to inspect the allotments, there is no change with regard to the 
ones in bad condition. It was agreed to hold a site meeting with three or four councillors to decide 
the way forward. The posts and equipment are waiting at Sutton Building Supplies. There is a 
waiting list for allotments. The tenant of one plot said they had been told they could not lock the 
gate  to their perimeter fence, there is nothing in the Tenancy Agreement which states this. Their 
produce is being taken.  Mr Curtis proposed that the allotment rent remains the same at £36, this 
was seconded by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  
 
Mr Curtis reported that the footpath at 1 Neville Road is still overgrown, a new fence has been 
erected but there is about one foot of soil and grass growing out of it which will become slippery. 
A letter was sent to the resident asking them to tidy this up, a copy will now be sent on to 
Highways.  
 
A quote to dredge the pond had been received in the sum of £17,500. This had been circulated to 
all Councillors who thought this should proceed. Mrs Millership proposed that the quote should 
be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Frearson with all in agreement.  Mrs Millership has been 
monitoring the level of the pond and work will be carried out as soon as the level is low enough.  
 
The willow trees have been removed down to the stumps. 
 
The Tree Officer from NNDC has given permission for the horse chestnut tree to be removed as it 
has honey fungus, Mrs Millership is obtaining quotes for this work. The ash tree will be trimmed 
and again quotes are being obtained.  
 
Staithe Matters: Mr Frearson reported he would be speaking to the resident regarding putting 
the spoil from dredging on her land.  The Hotel is obtaining quotes for the wood. Mr Frearson 
went on to say that there had been a complaint that it was difficult to get through the entrance 
to the West Dyke. Mrs Millership said that Mr Pegg will clear the boardwalk.  
 
Finance:. Three cheques were presented for payment: 
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101446 for £160 payable to Absolute Signs for the allotment signs. 
101447 for £93 payable to HMRC for tax.  
101443 for £2000 payable to as a deposit for the war memorial  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Frearson proposed these payments be made; this was seconded by Mr Curtis. 
 
War Memorial Proposal: Mrs Millership reported that Trend had been in touch with her regarding 
the war memorial. The company that owns Trend is from Indiana and the that is where the plane 
that crashed came from. Trend would like to get involved with the project.  
 
Mrs Millership has interviewed two more witnesses to the plane crash.  
  
For Information: Mr Frearson stated that he had been approached by Mr Daulby as he, Mr Cator 
and Mr Baker would like to start meetings in the village hall. The clerk explained that guidance is 
still for meetings to be help remotely, also as discussed at the previous meeting the Village Hall 
Committee will only allow meetings to be held on a Saturday with a maximum of ten people.  As 
the public cannot be excluded from attending meetings it is therefore not possible to control the 
number of people who might be in the hall.  Mr Curtis stated that the Parish Council employs the 
clerk they have a duty of carer and could be held liable if anything happened.  
 
Ms  Larcombe has set up a Sutton Facebook page in support of the parish magazine.  
 
The  meeting closed at 8.15pm.  
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


