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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY  12th January 2021 
 
Attendance: Mr Curtis, Mr Daulby, Mrs Grimmer, Miss Larcombe, Mrs Millership, in the Chair, 
Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr Dixon (County Councillor). 
 
Apologies: Mr Cator, Mr Frearson, Mr White. 
 
Mrs Millership asked if all councillors could send their contact details to the clerk. 
 
Mrs Millership proposed that Miss Larcombe should join the Parish Council, this was seconded by 
Mr Curtis with all in agreement.  
 
Declaration of Interests: There were none.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by 
Mr Daulby  with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss.  
 
District Councillor Report:  An email had been received from a parishioner regarding flooding and 
sewage problems over the Christmas period. This email also stated  that Staithe Road was flooded. 
Mrs Grove-Jones has been in contact with the parishioner to discuss the matter.  Mrs Grove-Jones 
has the names and addresses of all the properties that were affected. She had a Zoom meeting 
with Steve Blatch, Chief Executive NNDC, regarding this. During recent heavy rainfall the pump in 
Elmhurst Avenue could not cope with the volume of water. This is a recurring matter.  The  high 
volume of rainwater gets into the gets into the foul water system resulting in the sewage overspills 
and flows into Sutton Broad.  The parishioner suggests that Anglian Water should have 
contingency plans in place whereby they contract in local tankers.  Anglian Water have been 
contacted and reference numbers for the complaints obtained.   
 
Mr Daulby suggested that a bigger pump is needed and to take action against Anglian Water.  Mrs 
Millership suggested waiting to see what Mr Blatch has to say.  
 
Mr Dixon is also aware of this matter, he has engaged with Anglian Water on matters in Hoveton.  
When building works are undertaken often the surface water is plumbed into the foul water 
system which is them overwhelmed when there is heavy rain.  The pumps and pipework cannot 
cope with the volume. Mr Dixon went on to say that Duncan Baker MP chairs the meetings with 
Anglian Water for Hoveton and Mr Dixon would be happy to raise the problems at Sutton as well.  
 
Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Correspondence: No further correspondence.  
 
Planning: Application PF/20/2548 - Sutton - Rivercroft, Staithe Road for a garage to the side of 
the dwelling.  No comments were made.  
 
Village Hall:  Mrs Millership had spoken with the Trustees of the hall, they received a grant from 
NNDC and have replaced the doors.   
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Highways & Allotments: Mrs Millership has spoken to one of the landowners responsible for part 
of the footpath from the church to the pond, they will try and clear the path. The clerk has 
contacted Mr Ames to ask him to clear his part of the footpath.  
 
Mr Withers has agreed to cut the hedge back along The Street to Hickling Road corner.  
 
Mr Curtis stated that there is a bush coming from 11 Laxfield Road which is encroaching the 
footpath, the clerk will send a letter.  
 
Mrs Millership received an automatic response regarding flooding in Staithe Road saying the 
problem had been rectified but it has not, Mr Curtis has some photos of the flooding and will take 
some of the pothole and drain where the road is breaking up, these will be sent on to Highways.  
 
Mrs Millership spoke to Environmental Protection regarding the pond as it is now quite deep. She 
will be doing a risk assessment which will be circulated. It is necessary to have a throw line and 
signs which will be fixed to the barriers.  Miss Larcombe suggested a sign saying how deep the 
pond is. Mrs Millership will ask Absolute Signs to make the signs when she has the appropriate 
wording. The cost of the throw line fixings is £45 and the rescue bag is £27.25, it was agreed to 
purchase these.  
 
Mrs Millership has also spoken to the WI who are happy to fund the raised bed, installation and 
maintenance once the tree has been removed. 
 
Mr Curtis reported that the allotments are all well maintained. There is someone who would like 
12A, Mr Curtis will meet with his when it is safe to do so.  He will also put the signs up when it 
safe to do so.    
 
Mr Daulby reported on the speed cameras, one is operating well in Church Road although he has 
some problems with downloading the data.  It was agreed that the second sign would be put up 
on Ingham Road but this cannot be done until the current restrictions are eased and it is safe to 
do so. Volunteers will be needed to help with moving the signs as they are quite heavy.  Mrs 
Millership will complete a risk assessment for the speed sign and circulate it. It will be necessary 
to have high vis jackets and bollards when the signs are being move.   The signs should be moved 
on a monthly basis.  
 
Mrs Grimmer reported that she and her daughter had walked the footpath to the church and it 
was quite clear for her child’s height.  
 
The is a current road closure for Laxfield Road and Mr Curtis reported that the sewer had 
collapsed.  
 
Staithe Matters: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Finance:.  Two cheques were presented for payment: 
101459 for £93.20 payable to HMRC for tax. 
101460 for £9,180 payable to Westcotec for the speed signs.  
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Curtis proposed these payments be made; this was seconded by Mr Daulby. 
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War Memorial Proposal: Mrs Millership that unfortunately the  it will not be possible to have the 
War Memorial in place for April. The Highway Engineer is not permitted to make site visits at 
present to endorse the Street Furniture Licence.  
 
Mrs Millership has contacted the stone mason and she has received a message from a family in 
one of the American towns.  
 
Miss Larcombe thought that there could be a celebration once things are safe again.  
  
For Information: Nothing to discuss. 
 
The  meeting closed at 8.35pm.  
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


