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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY  9Th February 2021 
 
Attendance: Mr Curtis, Mr Daulby, Mrs Grimmer, Ms Larcombe, Mr White, Mr Frearson in the 
Chair, Mrs Grove-Jones (District Councillor), Mr Dixon (County Councillor). 
 
Apologies: Mrs Millership.  
 
Declaration of Interests: Mr Frearson declared an interest as owner of Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 
It was agreed to deferred the items regarding the Boatyard until Mrs Millership returns next 
month.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by Mr Curtis and seconded by 
Mr Daulby  with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising: Nothing to discuss.  
 
District Councillor Report:  Mrs Grove-Jones reported that there had been refuse collections due 
to the weather  and for the safety of the refuse collectors. Mrs Grove-Jones went on to say that 
NNDC are encouraging residents to sign up for postal votes for the election on 6th May.   
 
There had been problems with flooding again, Mrs Grove-Jones, Mr Dixon and Mrs Millership are 
dealing with these matters.  Flooding has been an ongoing problem for over twenty years, and it 
is not acceptable.  Residents have sewage on their driveways and are not able to flush toilets.  It 
is not necessarily Anglia Water’s fault as they only deal with sewage, it is the influx of surface 
water that causes some of the problems.  Staithe Road is flooded again.  NNDC are aware of the 
problems.  
 
Mr Dixon reported that flooding is a serious problem countrywide and others are suffering greater 
than us.  The County Council has asked Lord Dannett to chair and lead a partnership approach to 
solve the flooding problems. This is an encouraging sign.  The County Council has recognised hat 
without a multi-agency approach the issues will not be resolved.  
 
A response has been received from Anglia Water, they do have some responsibility, if the pump 
fails it is down to them. This may mean sending in tankers. Anglian Water are responsible for the 
foul water drainage, there are not many combined drain systems. Most new developments have 
to dispose of surface water onsite using SUDS. Anglia Water will have to look to alternative 
methods, but the problem is a shared one. Mr Dixon suggested that the Parish Council responds 
to Anglia Water’s email, the clerk will do this.  
 
Mr Dixon went on to say that Councillors might be interested to look at the Broadland Futures 
Initiative presentation which is relevant to flooding problem.  The presentation will deal with how 
high water levels and the Broads area are managed in the future.  
 
Mr Dixon commented on the SAM2 results which Mr Daulby had circulated, these seem to be 
producing good results. Mr Daulby explained that the results will not be typical due to the 
weather. He will leave the sign where it is until the weather improves and then he will turn the 
sign around, so it faces the other direction.   Mr Dixon stated that the impact of Covid will also be 
reflected in the volume of traffic.  The benefit of the device is to accumulate the data, this has had 
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a double benefit of slowing down the traffic and gathering the information.  Mr Daulby will 
continue to monitor the road until he feels he has more representative data.  
 
No volunteers have come forward to look after and move the second sign, Mrs Grove-Jones 
suggested offering it to neighbouring parishes. Mr Daulby thought it could be sent back.  
 
Public Forum: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Correspondence: A letter had been received from the PCC asking for help with the cost of grass 
cutting for church yard, they had received an invoice for £400. Mr Frearson stated that normally 
the Parish Council would pay half and he proposed sending £200, this was seconded by Mr Curtis 
with all in agreement.  
 
A letter had been received from Citizens Advice Bureau asking for a donation, the clerk had 
already asked how many parishioners of Sutton had used their service. There had been twenty-
five people who used the service from 1st January 2020 to 31st January 2021. Mr Frearson 
proposed sending £100, this was seconded by Mr Daulby with all in agreement.  
 
Planning:  A revised application for the Windmill had been received, the clerk asked for an 
extension of time so that it could be reviewed.  It appears that the application shows seven 
bedrooms. Mrs Grove-Jones stated that there is an enforcement notice on the Windmill. Mr 
Daulby stated that he had had a quick look at the plan and they have changed between a holiday 
let to residential.  
 
Village Hall:  Nothing to discuss.  
  
Highways & Allotments: Staithe Road has been programmed for an inspection, although nothing 
can be done until the water subsides.  
 
The Street has been programmed for resurfacing from 3rd March.  
 
The safety signs for the pond have been delivered. Mrs Grimmer said that she could give the 
details of the plants her husband has to Clive Barrett to go around the pond.  
 
Mr Curtis reported that there is someone interest in the vacant allotment, he will contact them.  
 
Staithe Matters: Mr Frearson reported that one of the mooring tenants had offered to cut the 
hedge back for £100, he will dispose of the cuttings.  At the moment it is overgrown and difficult 
to get around.  This was agreed.  
 
Mr Frearson went on to say that the property belonging to the late Mr Richardson was in a very 
bad state, he thought it could be a health hazard, there are many abandoned cars which could be 
a pollution risk. The clerk will contact the Environment Agency and NNDC Environmental Health.  
 
Mrs Grimmer asked if it was possible to put swings on the Village Green at the Staithe.  Mr Daulby 
stated that he was in favour of purchasing this land. The clerk explained that she is in 
correspondence with the IDB who own the land.  
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Finance:.  Two cheques were presented for payment: 
101379 for £93 payable to HMRC for tax. 
101380 for £200 payable to Sutton PCC as previously discussed 
101462 for £122.49 to reimburse the clerk for safety signs, Zoom, bollards and hi vis jackets.   
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing Order.  
Mr Curtis proposed these payments be made; this was seconded by Mr Daulby. 
 
War Memorial Proposal: Ms Larcombe stated  that unfortunately the  it will not be possible to 
have the War Memorial in place for April. The Highway Engineer is not permitted to make site 
visits at present to endorse the Street Furniture Licence. Ms Larcombe thought that there could 
be a celebration once things are safe again.  
  
For Information: Mrs Grimmer stated that Mr Baker, who love opposite the church, had carried 
out some work along the boundary of the churchyard, he found some bones but they had been 
reburied.  
 
It was agreed to start future meetings at 7pm 
 
The  meeting closed at 8.35pm.  
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


