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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM ON TUESDAY  9Th  March   2021 
 
Attendance: Cllr Baker, Cllr Cator, Cllr Curtis,  Cllr Frearson, Cllr Grimmer, Cllr White, Cllr Daulby 
in the Chair, Cllr Dixon (County Councillor). 
 
Apologies: Cllr Millership, Cllr Larcombe, Cllr Grove-Jones (District Councillor). 
 
Election of Chairman: Cllr Cator proposed Cllr Daulby  for Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr 
Baker. Cllr Curtis proposed Cllr Frearson, this was seconded by Cllr White.  Following a vote Cllr 
Daulby was elected Chairman.   
 
Declaration of Interests: Cllr Frearson declared an interest as owner of Sutton Staithe Boatyard.  
 
It was agreed to deferred the items regarding the Boatyard until the Parish Council can meet in 
person and the public can be present.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. This was proposed by Cllr Frearson and seconded 
by Cllr White  with all in agreement.  
 
Matters Arising:  The clerk reported that the new noticeboard was due to be delivered the 
following day. She had contacted Andy Man to get an idea of cost to install the noticeboard and 
take away the old one, this would be in the region of £50.  Cllr Baker proposed that Andy Man 
should proceed, this was seconded by Cllr Cator with all in agreement.  
 
The clerk went on to say that at present there permission to hold Zoom meetings until 7th May. 
The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council meeting would normally be held on the 
second Tuesday in May. However, under present guidelines indoor meetings are not permitted. 
The clerk suggested that these are brought forward by one week so they can be held by Zoom. It 
was agreed to hold the meetings on Tuesday 4th May at 7pm.  
 
Cllr Grimmer has circulated an email regarding plants for the pond area. Cllr Baker thought that 
the ducks might eat the plants. It was agreed that Cllr Grimmer would meet with Mr Barratt, the 
gardener, to discuss this and they would try some plants and see what happens.  Cllr Curtis went 
on to say that the WI will putting in a raised bed. 
 
Correspondence: Tom Gibbs, the Beat Manager from Hoveton, had emailed because he had 
received calls regarding abandoned cars in Neville Road. He is currently investigating this.  Some 
of the car belong to  people in Norwich.  Cllr Grimmer stated that there is a problem with the 
garage areas in Neville Road, property owners will need to agree and pay for any repairs.  There 
is no longer a Residents Association to deal with these matters.  
 
Cllr Frearson stated that an ex-Parish Councillor had contacted him saying that the minutes were 
not available. He explained that if parishioners contact the clerk, she would send the minutes out 
to them. The new noticeboard will be installed shortly and minutes would be displayed.  
 
An email had been received from a resident of The Street, saying that he had reported flooding 
problems to Anglian Water. However, the problems appears to be drain covers which are within 
the remit of Highways. The clerk has reported this to Highways.  
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Planning: Cllr Daulby stated that he was in favour of the application providing the cap is put back 
on first. Cllr Curtis stated that there had been comments regarding some windows which were 
overlooking the neighbouring property, these people need to be protected.  Cllr Baker agreed that 
he understood the cap need to go back on before any work commences.  It was agreed to send 
these comments to NNDC.  
 
Village Hall: Nothing to discuss.  
 
Highways, Allotment, Footpaths & Pond:  Cllr Daulby stated that he had recently looked at the 
allotments and congratulated Cllr Curtis on the allotment being kept so well.  
 
Cllr Baker stated that the footpath from the Church to the Lance and the footpath from The Street 
through the allotments need clearing.  
 
Cllr Nigel Dixon joined the meeting at this point.  
 
It was agreed to contact the landowners, asking them to cut the hedges back at the end of the 
nesting season.  
 
Cllr Daulby asked Councillors to look at the footpaths and give their opinions at the next meeting.  
 
County Councillor Report: Cllr Dixon reported that there had been a  meeting several years ago 
when an ex-Councillor explained about drainage ditches in the village and flooding incidents. 
People had not understood why there was flooding. It was explained that many of the fields 
bordering the village had drainage ditches. Cllr Baker and other senior residents have information 
which needs to be captured to look at reinstating the drainage ditches. Cllr Dixon has received 
more reports of flooding which are adding to the picture. Many of the problems are due to surface 
water.  
 
Cllr Baker stated that he has some old drainage map showing that drains ran parallel to the old 
railway lines. Cllr Baker stated that if the tide is high The Street will flood, when the tide goes 
down the water will go away.  
 
Cllr Dixon stated that the water needs to be confined to the fields. If this information is captured 
it can be used to reinstate the drainage systems, they worked in the past. County Council records 
do not hold this kind of information.  
 
Cllr Cator stated that he had information on the pump from when the council houses were built.  
Water was pumped through and discharges in  a sewer near Nicholson’s Garage. When the new 
pumping main was put in under the Village Green it ran along the main road to Wayford, this was 
made redundant but could be used as a secondary drain.  
 
Cllr Dixon stated that this information should be passed on to Anglian Water, the clerk will do this. 
She has a line of communication with Anglian Water. Cllr Dixon went to say that he was happy to 
send the information to Anglian Water but he is dealing with them rearing a number of villages, 
they have bigger problems across the county.  
 
Cllr Daulby stated that although work had bene carried out in Staithe Road  there is still flooding.  
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Cllr Daulby went on to report on the SAM2 signs, he had circulated the readings covering a twenty-
eight day period.  The total number of vehicles using Church Road was 4757 the average speed 
was 22.09mph and the top speed 50mph. Cllrs Daulby and Baker will turn the signa round next 
week.  
 
Cllr Cator reported a pothole on the junction of Rectory Road and Church Road. He also reported 
a long, deep rut in Hickling Road. These will be reported.  
 
Staithe Matters:  The mooring fees were discussed. Cllr Daulby suggested an increase to £25 per 
foot, this was seconded by Cllr Baker. However, Cllr Frearson explained that this equated to an 
8% increase which he thought was too high. There are no facilities at the West Dyke. Cllr Baker 
suggested that electricity could be put in, but Cllr Frearson explained that would be very 
expensive.  The dyke us shallow again. It was agreed that the area needs to be made more 
attractive and have more facilities. There is also now security.  Cllr Curtis stated that if the fees 
are but up too high, we would lose tenants, it is better to increase by a small amount and keep 
the tenants.  Cllr  Frearson proposed that the fees should be increased to £23 per foot, this was 
seconded by Cllr Baker with all in agreement.  
 
Cllr Cator asked if anything had been heard about the Village Green, the clerk replied that she had 
a conversation with WMA earlier and they are now progressing registering he land with the Land 
Registry, once this has been done the officer will make and approach to the Board regarding 
selling the land to the Parish Council.  
 
Cllr Daulby stated that the Parish Council needs to get a valuation of the area that Cllr Frearson 
wishes to purchase, this will be done.  Cllr Frearson stated that he was willing to pay for the 
valuation.  
 
Cllr Daulby thought that any monies raised from this sale could be used to enhance the West Dyke 
and purchase the Village Green.  
 
Cllr Baker asked how much it would be sold for and if it would be sold to the highest bidder. It will 
be valued at the market rate.  
 
Cllr Frearson explained that he insures the slipway for £20m. When the lease was originally 
discussed the highest income from the slipway was used, this was doubled and added to the 
Licence Fee. The slip is crumbling at the top because of the water levels. Cllr Frearson would raise 
the slipway by eight inches.  Cllr Frearson went onto sat that they quay heading work had been 
done six years ago on the northern side, this cost £10,000. Cllr Frearson paid for the decking, he 
has also carried out a lot of other works to make the quay heading safe and acceptable.  He has 
quotes for the work that is needs in the region of £70,000 to £80,000.  The Boatyard also brings 
employment into the village. Cllr Frearson stated that he would be taking the liability from the 
Parish Council and he recognised the need for a public meeting/consultation.  
 
Boatyard Licence Fee: Cllr Frearson was put into the waiting room for this part of the meeting.  
Cllr Baker stated that the Licence Fee should not be raised too much, there has not been any boat 
hire and the Parish Council needs to be fair. Cllr Cator agreed with this. Cllr Baker proposed that 
the Licence Fee remains the same at £4,120, this was seconded by Cllr Curtis with all in agreement.  
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Cllr Frearson returned to the meeting.  
 
Finance: Two cheques were presented for payment: 
For £240 payable to PKF Littlejohn for the annual audit fee 
£9.30 payable to HMRC for tax. 
The clerk’s salary will be paid by Standing order.  
Cllr Frearson proposed these payments be made, this was seconded by Cllr Curtis with all in 
agreement.  
 
The clerk asked for the Parish Council to fund her for training for the CiLCA qualification. Cllr Cator 
stated that this was a good idea it would safeguard the Parish Council.  This was agreed. 
 
There being no further business to discuss the  meeting closed at 8.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………  ……………………………….. 
Chairman       Date  


