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MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON THURSDAY 22ND JULY 2021 

 
1. Attendance: Cllr Baker, Cllr Cator, Cllr Curtis, Cllr Frearson, Cllr Daulby in the Chair, 

Cllr Knowlden, Cllr White, six members of the public, Cllr Dixon (County Councillor). 
 

2. Apologies:. Cllr Grimmer and  Cllr Grove-Jones (District Councillor). 
 

3. Declaration of Interests:  Cllr Frearson declared an interest as owner of Sutton Staithe 
Boatyard.  
 

4. Public Participation 
4.1 Comments were made that some of the boats in the parish mooring looked like 

they had been there a long time without being used. The clerk replied that they 
had all paid their mooring fees. Cllr Frearson had reported the travellers to the 
Broads Authority. Cllr Daulby stated that it was his intention to call a meeting for 
all the boat owners to discuss what they would like done at the West Dyke. 

4.2 Cllr Grove-Jones emailed her report which had been circulated. It was noted that 
a derelict property in Moor Road was now being dealt with. 

4.3 Cllr Dixon reported that he had been approached with a request for a spherical 
mirror at the junction of New Road and The Street.  He had responded to the 
request, such mirrors are not provided by the County Council and not encouraged 
but would be tolerated. Cllr Dixon was not aware of any accidents at this junction 
although visibility to left when exiting the junction is poor. Cllr Knowlden replied 
that in his opinion visibility to right is more blind. 
Cllr Daulby referred to the flooding, drainage and sewerage problems and asked 
Cllr Dixon for an update. Cllr Dixon reported that the meeting with Anglian Water 
had not taken place as planned. The MP’s office is trying to arrange a meeting. 
Cllr Dixon explained that surface water is getting into the foul water network, a 
greater understanding is needed of where the water ingress is. Anglian Water 
have provided tankering support, but this will only mitigate the problem not solve 
it.  
Cllr Cator stated that Hickling sewage pumps into the Sutton system which does 
not help.  
Cllr Daulby asked about the Village Green, in the 1980s the Parish Council asked 
for ownership of this land, but the County Council owns the land. There was a 
large ditch that ran at the back of the land which acted as drainage. The County 
Council had subsequently filled in the ditch and now Staithe Road floods.  Cllr 
Dixon replied that he would need confirmation of this from Highways, soakaways 
are only effective where the water table is low enough. Ditches hold a quantity 
of water; they contain it and allow surface water to flow from one place to 
another.  
Cllr Cator had carried out some research. In the Enclosure Act 1802 the pond did 
not exist. Cllr Cator went on to say that in his opinion the pond did not exist until 
Pond House Farm was built.  It is stated in the Enclosure Act that the drain along 
the piece of road was in fact there for cattle to water from the farm. The pond is 
not clay lined or sealed. 
Cllr Knowlden remarked that this had been raised a few months ago when he had 
seen three vans parked in Staithe Road, one of them was ns Anglian Water 
vehicle, Cllr Knowlden asked them what they were doing and was told they were 
carrying out investigations. The drain was mentioned in Keelers Meadow, so 
somebody was doing something about this.  
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Cllr Daulby said solve the problem on Staithe Road and at the same time the 
problem in New Road will be solved. 
Cllr Baker stated with regard to the ditches near Sailcote, there were about six 
ditches went from The Street across to the railway and the main drain ran parallel 
with the railway as far as the end of Mr Withers’ basin, there is a culvert that 
went under there and a culvert that went under to the ditch at the end of the 
Staithe Hotel car park.  When the water was high in the river water it used to be 
held on the marshes and in the ditches.  There was no flooding in Staithe Road 
nor any sewer coming up because the water was held on that marsh an in those 
ditches. When the tide went out in the river the water went down the culvert and 
the marsh was still like a bog but there was no water on any of the roads.  
Cllr Daulby said there was a big hole in the road in Staithe Road, he went on to 
say that there had a been quite a lot of time spent on this, this evening and he 
regards that one of the more important items of Sutton village is the flooding that 
we get around that pond area and New Road.It is time it was not talked about it 
but something done about it.  
Cllr Dixon suggested that the information was collated and the appropriate 
authority contacted.  

 
5. New Road Flooding. 

Emails from the resident, Cllr Dixon and Highway have been circulated. Mrs Amis 
stated that this was a separate issue from the flooding in Staithe Road, she had been 
asking for help for over two years.  The drain runs down New Road and across The 
Street, a drain is blocked under one of the properties in The Street. It had not been 
possible for Highways to meet the owners of this property.  The Highway Engineer 
informed Mrs Amis that the work should have started but it has not. The house in new 
Road is at risk of flooding. Mrs Amis would like the Council to supply sandbags and/or 
a pump. The resident has raised the driveway at their own expense.  
Cllr Dixon responded saying that Highways have a responsibility to keep the highway 
drained. He suggested contacting the newly formed Strategic Water Management 
Team.  Cllr Dixon went on to say that they may run into a legal situation regarding the 
riparian rights and responsibilities so it will not be resolved quickly. 
Cllr Baker stated that there used to be ditches along New Road in front of the 
properties, but they had all been filled in.  
Action Point – clerk to contact the Strategic Water Management Team.   

 
6. Progress Reports 

6.1 The clerk reported that she had been contacted with various problems relating to 
the dig bins not being emptied, unpassable footpaths etc. and had dealt with them as 
they arose.  
6.2  Cllr Curtis reported that with regard to the allotments, three had become 
untended but he had now addressed this, and everything was running smoothly.  

 
7. Staithe Matters 

7.1 The Internal Drainage Board’s Refusal to sell land at the Staithe to the Parish 
Council.   The Internal Drainage Board had written  to say that the Board had decided 
they would not sell the land at the Staithe, they had other purposes for it.  Cllr Cator 
again had carried out some research saying that the IDB held the Staithe in Trust.  
 
 
Cllr Daulby quoted from the lease between the Parish Council and the Internal 
Drainage Board. Cllr Daulby stated that it was felt by himself and one or two others 
that it was strange that the Parish Council was cutting the grass for land they did not 
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actually own. He felt strongly that the Parish Council should not be paying for the 
upkeep of land they did not own. However, the lease states that the Parish Council 
must maintain the land.  
Cllr Baker stated that when he was younger there used to be fetes and sports days 
held on the Village Green but now, they are not allowed to use it for anything.  
Cllr Cator explained that there were buildings standing on the side of the river. There 
was also a building at the end of the cut that goes towards the Hotel.  The quay 
heading fronting the river was the responsibility of the Broads Authority.  
 
7.2 Land Adjacent to Sutton Staithe Boatyard 
Cllr Frearson had previously declared an interest in this matter and left the room.  Cllr 
Daulby stated that on at  the beginning of February this year Cllr Frearson wrote to 
the Parish Council asking if the Parish Council would consider selling, to him,  the land 
belonging to the Parish Council  which is adjacent to his Boatyard. He stated that the 
land which includes the slipway is in urgent need of repair, he estimates it would cost 
£80,300. Cllr Daulby stated that the Parish Council does not have the resources to 
fund the work that is needed and there is no income from the slipway. The present 
condition raises concerns of health and safety issues, unless the repairs are carried 
out, even so due to its position on the quay and the slipway facility it is a considerable 
value to Mr Frearson as owner of the Boatyard in that it would enhance his business. 
Cllr Daulby stated that the land should be sold on the open market to the highest 
bidder, if the land is sold the Council should raise the maximum amount of money for 
the village.  Once a valuation has been obtained a reserve price could then be put on 
the sale to ensure that that land is not sold at low market value. If that figure is not 
bid, then the sale would not go through. Cllr Daulby said there would also be a 
covenant to ensure that parishioners have full and free access to the slipway, this 
would be part of the contract of the sale.  Cllr Daulby stated that it is his considered 
opinion that the land has become a liability to the Council and the residents of Sutton 
and that there is this one opportunity to not only rid the Council of it but to bank a 
considerable sum of money in the process which could be set aside of local projects 
at a later date.  
 
Cllr Daulby proposed that the Council should proceed to sell this land.  Cllr Daulby 
stated that the did not want to delay this.  Cllr Knowlden asked that if there is a health 
and safety risk and then it would be sold, and the parishioners would have free access 
is there any contingency put in that it has to be made safe. Cllr Daulby replied that it 
would be in there anyway as a health and safety factor, but the purchaser of the land 
would know that.   Cllr Daulby stated that it is not an asset to this Council, it is a 
liability, but it is an asset to Cllr Frearson.  
 
The clerk advised that it would be necessary to consult the parish as this is a parish 
asset, there would need to be an independent valuation and quotations for the work, 
which is needed, and the land would need to be registered with the Land Registry. 
The clerk advised there should be a public meeting to consult with the parishioners, 
she said that the Chairman had just made a proposal to sell the land. Cllr Daulby 
replied that he was going to continue with his proposal to know if the Council was 
going to proceed in the direction of a sale.  If councillors do not agree this evening, 
then the matter is finished, a decision needs to be made. Cllr Baker replied that he did 
not think this should be stopped stone dead. 
 
Mrs Amis said, as a parishioner, the people who live in the parish should be asked. Cllr 
Daulby replied that this is the first item on the next step, there is no point in the Parish 
Council having a meeting with the village ts this stage if they are not going to proceed 
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any further. Mrs Amis said that a meeting is needed to see if the Parish Council has 
people who would back them in going for the sale not to decide if they are going to 
sell it first.  
Cllr Knowlden asked the clerk how this could be achieved, she replied that there could 
be something in the magazine, a questionnaire or similar. Cllr Daulby stated that this 
would delay, he did not want to delay anymore, he wants a clear-cut decision. 
Cllr Cator stated that good legal advice had been given by the clerk. Cllr Daulby stated 
that his proposal still stands. 
Mrs Amis was shocked by Cllr Daulby’s statement, she said it feels like he is forcing 
the issue, he should be asking, that this goes to discussion before making a  decision, 
it was a shame that he did not push her flooding problem as much as this.  
 
Cllr Daulby stated that this item had been discussed over the last few months, the 
clerk interrupted that it had not been discussed, it had been agreed to put this off 
until there was a face-to-face Parish Council meeting.   
Cllr White stated that it appears that the Councill needs to agree with the proposal 
and then fix the fact that there will be a consultation with the parishioners under 
those terms he would be prepared to support the proposal.  
 
It was agreed that the damage to the slipway had been caused by hauling out large 
boats. There were comments from members of the public, so Cllr Daulby withdrew 
the proposal in order to wait for the parishioners.  
Cllr Daulby proposed that a valuation is obtained before there is a meeting with the 
villagers, this was seconded by Cllr Baker with all in agreement.  
Cllr Knowlden suggested that all the information should be available before it goes to 
the parishioners, liabilities for repairs against the income, there should be an 
independent estimate for repairs as well.  
 
Cllr Dixon suggested that the District Valuer should be contacted. There may also be 
grant funding available for any works that are needed if the Parish Council decided 
not to sell.  
 
Mr McMorris stated that this is a parish asset, the facts should be presented at a public 
meeting not the theory. There had been very little background understanding in the 
figures that have been presented. Mr McMorris went on to say that this needs to be 
looked on as village asset not just a financial proposal. The Parish Council has control 
of the land, the problem seems to be the no one has ever taken control of it and done 
what they are required to do. There are other options.  
 
Cllr Daulby stated that this is why he brought it up this evening so it could be brought 
to a head because it had been discussed at various levels and nothing was getting 
done. Mr McMorris said that although he had not been to the Zoom meetings but he 
had been to every Council meeting for the last three or four years that it had been 
possible for him to attend and it had not been discussed at any of the meetings. Cllr 
Daulby replied that it had been discussed behind the scenes only after discussion 
behind the scenes does it get brought to a Parish Council meeting. 
 
Cllr Frearson returned to the meeting. 
 
Cllr Baker reported that the grass contractor was not doing the work he had been 
asked to do, there had been no strimming around the village sign. Cllr Frearson replied 
that the contractor cuts the grass most Mondays during the summer. Cllr Frearson 
went on to say that it is not possible to cut where cars are parked.  Cllr Baker thought 
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it was a disgrace, there are other implements than can be used to cut the long grass. 
Cllr Daulby stated that there is an area in front of the main car park where the grass 
is high.  Cllr Baker thought that payments should be withheld until it is put right.  
Cllr Knowlden will go and take photographs.  
 
Cllr Daulby asked Cllr Dixon to contact Highways with regard to the footpaths as they 
are the enforcing authority. The clerk had already reported the overgrown footpaths. 
Cllr Daulby also said that many of the hedges are overgrown and covering signs. Cllr 
Dixon said that the correct protocol is to contact the landowners as the parish know 
the landowners.  Cllr Dixon explained that the landowners should be contacted if the 
maintenance is not carried out Highways would do the work and then charge the 
landowners. 
 
Cllr Baker stated he and Mr Ellis with Cllr Dixon walked the paths some years ago and 
took photographs and it was agreed that the hedge on Footpath number 1 needed 
major surgery and nothing has ever been done. This is the same with the edge from 
the end of the allotment through to the Street. Cllr Baker stated that he and Mr Ellis 
were going to meet the Highways inspector at the Church but they were stopped from 
doing so.  
The clerk had reported the footpaths from the Church to the pond and the one 
through the allotments.  
Cllr Baker stated that he never sees copies of letter received or sent, the only answers 
received are “ongoing” or the birds are nesting.  
8.50pm Cllr Dixon left the meeting at this time.  
 

8. Village Pond 
8.1 The pond was discussed, Cllr Knowlden had spoken to the garden centre to ask for 
advice, they said the pond was deep and could not get any plants for it. The pond gets 
polluted from highway runoff. There is no oxygen in the water. The clerk will contact 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust for advice.  
Cllr Cator had contacted Norfolk County Council to ask who owns the pond, if it is 
owned by the parish Highways need to remove their drain.  
Cllr Baker stated that plants would be no good in the pond nor wood chipping around 
the edge. There needs to be a layer of membrane then plants and woodchips.  
 
8.2 It was agreed to give permission for the WI to put planters near to the pond.  
 
 
 

9. Speed Camera Update 
Cllr Knowlden had prepared a report based on his findings from the speed awareness 
signs, this had been circulated to all councillors. Cllr Knowlden stated that traffic 
should not need to travel along The Street, it is not supposed to handle a high volume 
of traffic, there are no pavements in places and the road is used daily by vulnerable 
pedestrians, dog walkers and cyclists. There is a 30mph all the way through to 
Stalham. There are 1500 vehicles going in one direction every day do that would be 
doubled for both directions. 11% are travelling between 45mph and 65mph.  
 
Cllr Knowlden reported that the flashing sign near the Hickling junction is not working. 
Action Point clerk to report.   
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Cllr Knowlden stated that it is not possible to stop the speeding, but it might be 
possible to slow them down. It was agreed to send Cllr Knowlden’s report and a letter 
to Highways asking for a meeting to discuss the way forward.  
 

10. Footpaths & Hedges 
Discussed above.  
 

11. Finance: 
Five cheques were presented for payment: 
101479 for £555.39 payable to NNDC for emptying boat waste bin 
101480 for £93 payable to HMRC for tax 
101481 for £52 payable to the clerk for reimbursement to the ICO payment and for 
the rabbit which was painted 
101482 for £873.60 payable to NNDC for emptying the dog bins.  
The clerk stated that there had been a problem with emptying the dog bins as the 
contractors missed them, this had been reported.  
101483 for £150 payable to C Barrett for strimming around the pond twice planting 
the plants.  
It was agreed to make these payments.  

 
12. Date of the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was set for Tuesday 10th August at 7pm in the village 
hall.  
 
Cllr Cator asked about the Boundary Review, the clerk reported that the Norfolk and 
Suffolk MPs have got together and are going to go against the proposals, they want 
to keep Sutton in North Norfolk.    Cllr Curtis had contacted Duncan Baker MP on this 
matter, economic and parochial reasons needed to be stated in any responses.  
 
Cllr Cator asked about replacing Mrs Millership as a signatory, the clerk will get the 
forms from the bank. Cllr Daulby stated that he had instructed the clerk not to make 
any payments without his consent.  The clerk replied that payments are passed by the 
whole Council. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 
 
……………………………………………………………………  ……………………… 
Chairman      Date 


